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Diseases of the ductless glands in veterinary 
practice appear to have received very little attention. 
In that excellent book, A System of Veterinary 
Medicine, edited by the late Mr. Wallis Hoare, the 
whole subject is dismissed in some seven or eight pages, 
three of which are taken up with diseases of the spleen 
-—it is very doubtful whether this organ should be 
included in the category of ductless glands—whereas 
an article on diabetes insipidus is included under 
diseases of metabolism, although, in all probability, 
this is a condition definitely due to some pathological 
lesion involving the posterior pituitary body. 

The application of adrenalin and pituitrin has 
received considerable attention, and largely represents 
all that has been done with gland therapy as far as 
veterinary practice is concerned. I propose to discuss 
these preparations at some length, but | want to make 
the scope of my remarks wider, and to include thyroid, 
parathyroid and possibly preparations of the repro- 
ductive organs as distinct from some references to 
the glands themselves. 

It may not be out of place to remind you that the 
application of animal extracts to medicine is by no 
means new, thus, as early as 600 B.C. an orchic extract 
is reported to have been administered in the treatment 
of obesity. The practice flourished in the time of 
Hippocrates, and both Galen and Celsus testify to the 
antiquity of organo-therapy. In spite of the fact that 
the first Pharmacopeeia, published by the College of 
Physicians in 1618, contains several preparations of 
animal extracts, it is only within the last thirty years 
that this class of remedies has been carefully studied 
and scientifically applied. During this comparatively 
short time a vast amount of work has been done. 
Many previously perplexing diseases have thereby 
been explained, and some remarkable results have been 
accomplished in the therapeutic application of the 
glandular preparations. 

One of the most interesting phases of animal 
physiology is the control exerted by the ductless glands 
over the various body functions. As far back as 
1776, Holler, in discussing the anatomy of the thyroid, 
classed together the thyroid, thymus, and spleen as 
“glands without ducts which manufacture a special 
fluid which is received into the veins, and so restored 
to the general circulation.” The term “ ductless ” is 
of course, applied to those glands—namely, the supra- 
renal glands, the pituitary body, the thyroid and 
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_ parathyroid glands, the thymus gland, the pineal 
body, possibly the spleen, and some smaller glands, 
such as the carotid body--which, while they elaborate 

| substances that find their way into the circulation, 
have no special duct for cenveying the secretion, 
such as have the liver and the glands of the skin and 
digestive tract. The products of the activity of these 
ductless glands pass into the blood-stream, either 
directly or by way of the lymphatic system, and are 
therefore described as internal secretions. 

The internal secretions of the ductless glands, 
with the exception of the spleen, belong to the class 
of bodies known as * hormones,” a term devised by 
Starling to designate the active principles of the 
internal secretions. 

Among the important functions depending upon the 
glands of internal secretion are sexual development, 
ovulation, fat distribution, skeletal growth, and other 
body functions. Although the several glands are 
situated widely apart in the body, and have no visible 
connections, they constitute a unified system. 

It is now established that there exists not only an 
organic and functional harmony between the glands, 
but a compensatory interaction also. If organic 
disease or abnormality interferes with the function of 
a gland, the deficiency appears in some instances to be 
made up by the action of one of the other glands, but 
in other instances the imperfect action of one gland 
inay disorganise the metabolism of the entire system. 
The establishment, therefore, of what has been des- 
cribed as the “ hormone balance ” is of the utmost 
importance to the individual, and constitutes a most 
important phase of hormone therapy. 

The glands have been studied in at least three ways : 

l. The effects of disease in these glands in man, 
noting, on the one hand, the conditions associated with 
hypertrophy and, presumably;* increased secretion 
(though hypertrophy does not always signify increased 
secretion), and, on the other, conditions associated 
with atrophy, when the secretion is diminished or 
absent ; 

‘2. The effect of their extirpation in aninials ; and 
3. The effects of extracts of the glands, either upon 

normal animals or as therapeutic agents in man. 

It is obvious that the failure of these glands to 
perform their proper functions may produce very 
severe pathological states of the body, and we are 
led to a consideration of hormones in the treatment 
of such conditions. 

Preparations of the ductless glands derived from 
cattle, sheep, or other animals, are employed in the 
treatment of diseases due to destructive changes in the 
glands themselves, a form of treatment which is known 
as “ substitution therapy,” the object being to replace 
the absent or deficient secretion of the gland involved. 
The administration of carefully selected and prepared 
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glandular products is also likely to prove beneficial 
where there is relative insufficiency owing to over- 
action of some antagonistic gland. 

It sometimes happens that the system requires a 
greater amount of glandular secretion than the gland 
is capable of supplying, as, for example, in simple 
goitre of the parenchymatous type. 

Occasionally a gland may be developing an amount 
of secretion in excess of the system’s requirements, 
in which case its activity may be controlled by the 
administration of another glandular preparation. 
A good example is the indication for mammary 
substance in cases of ovarian irritability or hyper- 
activity. There are also cases where the well-known 
physiological action of the various glands may be 
useful, quite apart from any defect in the patient's 
own glands. Lastly, a large number of conditions 
exists in which glandular products have been found 
beneficial, notwithstanding that no connection has 
been established between the disease and the gland 
function. Such medication may be classed as ‘* em- 
pirical treatment.” 


Tue THyrotps. 

In human practice, organotherapy won its first and 
most conspicuous success as the result of the adminis- 
tration of thyroid. The ease with which thyroid 
preparations are absorbed from the alimentary canal 
has greatly contributed to this, although at the outset 
it was not realised that so simple a method would be 
effective, and subcutaneous injections were employed, 

Notwithstanding the early recognition of the 
relationship of thyroid function to certain diseases 
and the application of organotherapy to their treat- 
ment, it must be conceded that our definite knowledge 
of thyroid activity is, to a large extent, the result of the 
studies of the last thirty years. 

I need not take up your time in referring to the work 
of the late Sir Victor Horsley, Murray, and others in 
connection with the grafting of the thyroid, and the 
administration of thyroid preparations in the human 
subject but, as | said before, it is surprising that the 
possibilities of thyroid gland therapy have not received 
greater attention in veterinary practice, 

In A System of Veterinary Medicine, the subject of 
goitre, as distinct from exophthalmic goitre, is briefly 
referred to, and a statement made to the effect that 
simple goitre is not uncommon in the horse. In the 
dog it appears to be a frequent occurrence, especially 
in the young animal and, according to some authors, 
it may be congenital. As is the case with simple goitre 
in the human, very little is definitely known with refer- 
ence to the etiology of simple goitre, a type which is, 
of course, to be clearly differentiated from Graves’ 
disease or exophthalmic goitre. According to McCar- 
rison, a micro-organism in the drinking water, probably 
of a coliform type, may offer an explanation. Others 
hold that a diminution in iodine is the causative factor. 
In a recent issue of the Lancet it was suggested that 
both of these elements may enter into the pathology. 
According to a Swiss veterinary surgeon, it is very rare 
to find dogs free from enlargement of the thyroid in 
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certain parts of Switzerland, and we know that this 
is one of the districts--Derbyshire in this country 
is another—-where simple goitre is very prevalent. 

In young girls soon after puberty, enlargement of 
the thyroid means parenchymatous goitre. I see that, 
according to one observer, the commonest form met 
with in the dog is a diffuse parenchymatous hyperplasia 
of the gland. In these cases you have a condition of 
hyperthyroidism, which is certainly not pathological 
in character. In other words, you are dealing with a 
physiological enlargement, no doubt an attempt on the 
part of Nature to make up for an obvious deficiency in 
the thyroid secretion. 

I understand that, in veterinary practice, the 
condition is not regarded as serious unless, as is often 
the case in dogs, the swelling, which, curiously, may 
develop very rapidly in this animal, causes definite 
pressure symptoms due to compression either of the 
trachea or of the recurrent nerves. 

I have been dealing with ordinary simple goitre, the 
treatment of which, in the parenchymatous type, at 
any rate, is undoubtedly small doses of thyroid in 
desiccated form. In other words, in spite of the en- 
larged thyroid, more thyroid will enable the patient 
to overcome a condition which, as | said before, is 
obviously physiological and not pathological. Potas- 
sium iodide in lanolin has been recommended in 
veterinary practice, but in children there is at present 
a considerable demand for iodine in small doses. 
Usually the iodine is given in organic combination 
in some palatable form, and it has often been adminis- 
tered in table salt. It may be that the treatment is 
worth trying in the lower animals. 

Pathological enlargement of the thyroid, on the 
other hand, constitutes the well-known exophthalmic 
goitre, Graves’ disease or, as it is sometimes called, 
Basedow’s disease. Here we have not only symptoms 
of an enlarged thyroid, but with them the other car- 
dinal symptoms, including exophthalmos, tachycardia, 
and tremors, although, of course, Graves’ disease cai 
exist without all these symptoms being present at the 
same time, Cases have been recorded in animals by 
a number of writers, although, according to Hutyra 
and Marek, all the cases do not exactly correspond to 
the disease in man, but there is sufficient evidence 
to show that the affection does occur in animals. 
Cases have been observed in the horse, and also in 
the cow and dog. 

Rather more than twelve months ago, Pugh, in a 
very informative article in the Veterinary Journal, 
discussed the subject of Graves’ disease and thyroid 
instability in the cow and its possible relation to ovarian 
disease. His object was to try to demonstrate (1) 
“nymphomania ” in cows as a part of a constitu- 
tional disorder known in human pathology as Graves’ 
disease, (2) that disorder of the thyroid function is an 
essential feature of the “‘ nymphomania ” syndrome, 
and (3) that this disorder is profoundly influenced by 
ovarian disease. I have not time to discuss the 
paper at any length, but I may say that he seems to 
have proved his point. He makes the interesting 
statement that the whole syndrome, from hyperthy- 
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roidism to myxcedema, can be passed through much 
more quickly in cattle. You may be interested in the 


illustration of a case of exophthalmos in a cow, and | 


it only remains to add that the animal had tachycardia 
associated with extreme nervous irritability. 

‘he underlying cause of thyroid hypersecretion is 
still unknown, It is a remarkable fact, however, 
that worry and strain, fear, etc., undoubtedly produce 
an increased outpouring into the blood both of adre- 
nalin and of the internal secretion of the thyroid 
gland. We know that, anatomatically, the thyroid 
gland is innervated from the sympathetic. As Pugh 
points out, it is at first sight a little difficult to expect 
to find an analogy with these cases in cattle ; on the 
other hand, the distress of the mother after the removal 
of her calf must be admitted to be a frequent antece- 
dent, and to be an emotional shock greater than falls 
to the lot of most human cases. 

One very remarkable example of the disease making 
its appearance rapidly is reported in the case of a four- 
year-old mare, the symptoms developing rapidly after 
a race, and including palpitation, accelerated pulse, 
progressive weakness, and enlargement of the thyroid 
giand. Sixteen days later severe exophthalmos in 
both eyes occurred, and death took place after a 
course of four weeks. : 

Apparently operative measures offer the best means 
of treating the condition and, of course, in the human 
subject partial thyroidectomy is practised to its full 
extent, especially when X-rays are not successful. 
Thyroidectin and thyroidectomised horse serum have 
both been used in human practice, although the 
expense would hardly warrant their use in veterinary 
cases. The method of preparing these products may 
be of interest. Thyroidectin consists of the dried 
blood of animals which have been partially thyroidec- 
tomised, whereas thyroidectomised horse serum is a 
serum obtained from animals that have been similarly 
treated. The idea underlying the treatment is that 
the animals in such cases will have developed some 
antibody which may be used to neutralise the chronic 
intoxication which, according to certain authorities, 
notably Médbius, is the cause of the hypersecretion. 

In human practice quinine hydrobromide in 

fairly large doses has been used with some success, 
and | suggest that, if you are fortunate enough, 
I say fortunate because, both in human and veterinary 
practice, we are always on the look-out for something 
unusual,—-it might be a good idea to institute this form 
of treatment. 

Hypothyroidism, on the other hand, is quite a differ- 
ent proposition. In cases of this kind-- and 1 am 
referring to the human adult-—-metabolism is depressed 
perhaps to a greater extent than in any other known 
condition. In fact, one distinguished medical man 
makes the interesting simile that, in cases of this kind, 
the ‘fires of metabolism are burning with a smoky 
flame.” The condition is chiefly characterised by 
weakness of very gradual onset, with characteristic 
slowness of action. In the human subject, the patient 


is puffy, immobile, has a vacant face, and generally the 
hair is scanty and the nails brittle. 


The skin is 
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thickened, dry and scaly. ‘Vhere is a great intolerance 
of cold, and the pulse is also very slow. 

In regions where endemic cretinism is common in 
man, cases of a similar disease have been observed in 
dogs. Apparently in these animals there were 
anomalies in the growth of the bony system in the 
soft parts, and also in the development of the brain. 
The spmal column was reduced in length and was 
compact ; the skull large and short, the extremities 
short and clumsy, and the neck thick and shorter than 
normal, The anterior region of the body seemed to be 
out of proportion to the hind part. Digestive troubles, 
apathy, and a sleepy appearance were present. 
Similar symptoms are said to follow complete extirpa- 
tion of the thyroid in the dog. As is so markedly the 
case in cretinism and myxcedema in man, treatment 
with dried thyroid is said to be eminently successful. 
As in the case described by Pugh, to which I have 
already referred, myxoedema may occur as a sequel to 
Graves’ disease. Curiously, in the human, Graves’ 
disease and myxcedema have been known to co-exist, 
the explanation being that the sympathetic stimulates 
the thyroid, whereas the thyroid also lowers the 
threshold to sympathetic stimulation. The result is 
that a vicious circle is established and, as can be antici- 
pated, a condition of irritable weakness follows. 
Endocrinologists are coming to the conclusion that, 
whereas hyperthyroidism consists essentially of an 
excessive secretion of perfectly normal substance, 
exophthalinic goitre, on the other hand, is really a 
condition of imperfect rather than excessive thyroid 
secretion, and can usually be remedied by the adminis- 
tration of iodine, or even temporarily by the use of 
desiccated thyroid gland. Incidentally, a case was 
reported by Roberts in the Veterinary Journal a 
year or two ago, in which he described a fox terrier 
which had two swellings in the upper part of the neck, 
which interfered with his breathing. The dog was 
of a very nervous nature, and operation was not 
deemed advisable. The internal administration of 
thyroid gland was suggested, a dose being given every 
evening for three hundred consecutive days. After 
this long treatment the glands were found quite 
normal, the respiration was natural, there was no 
more cardiac impulse, and on stethoscopical examina- 
tion the heart was found to function regularly. Lf this 
was a case of exophthalmic goitre, it rather illustrates 
what IL have said regarding the modern method of 


dealing with this condition. . 


Speaking on the subject of goitre, some time ago, a 
Chicago veterinary surgeon said that he could almost 
promise a positive cure of goiire in dogs under two 
years of age treated with thyroid gland. With older 
animals the results vary with the age of the subject. 
In a dog under two years of age a goitre should yield 
in from two to eight weeks under treatment with 
adequate doses of thyroid given three times daily ; 
older dogs will require longer treatment. 

Another American veterinary surgeon has also 
stated that desiccated thyroid is very useful for the 
reduction of obesity in aged dogs, and in many cases 
there will be a marked invigoration of the animal, 
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This writer concludes that the thyroid gland does 
more than preside over the general distribution of 
nourishment. He thinks that where it is functioning 
normally it tends to stave off premature old age 
and to prevent the excessive formation of fat. In- 
cidentally, Crewe also reports that thyroid adminis- 
tration rejuvenates fowls. 

You will recall that one of the objects which Pugh 
set out to determine in his paper dealing with the 
thyroid as an essential feature of the nymphomania 
syndrome was that the disorder was profoundly 
influenced by ovarian disease. It is interesting to 
note that later he reports that thyroid administration 
has proved useful in the endocrine upset following the 
persistence of the corpus luteum and the consequent 
prevention of those uterine contractions of the 
cestrum which help to eliminate retained discharges 
or infective material. (B.M.J., 2, 1925, page 695.) 

So much for the thyroid gland, its influence on 
growth and development, but before leaving the sub- 
ject I should just like to say a word about the chemistry 
and histology of the gland. 

The active principle of the thyroid gland is believed 
to be a colloidal iodine constituent to which has been 
given the name iodothyrine, and, for want of a better 
method, thyroid products to-day are standardised 
on their iodine content, the present standard being 
O°3 per cent. 

In 1920, Kendall isolated a definite hormone, to 
which he gave the name “thyroxin,” but most 
endocrinologists incline to the opinion that this does 
not represent all the active principles of the thyroid 
gland. 

Histologically the gland is made up of a series of 
vesicles, each containing this colloidal iodine material, 
which curiously is not present in sections of thyroid 
taken from cases of exophthalmic goitre, whereas it is 
present in so-called colloid goitre. 

THE PARATHYROIDS. 

The parathyroid glands are certainly among the 
most interesting links in the endocrine chain. They 
are usually four in number, and are small oval or 
spherical bodies, in most cases, of a distinctly lighter 
colour than the thyroid tissue. 

Usually there are two of these small glands on each 
side of the median line of the body, but their posftion 
varies in different species and in different individuals. 
In certain of the lower animals there are stated to be 
only two, one embedded in each thyroid gland. 
In the pig, on the other hand, and in ruminants, there 
are parathyroids external to the thyroids, in addition 
to the internal parathyroids, the former being some 
distance from the thyroid itself, and actually in con- 
nection with the thymus ; thus, in the ox, in addition 
to the four typical parathyroids it is stated that there 
are accessory parathyroids in different regions of the 
neck. In the human subject the parathyroids nor- 
mally occur embodied in the tissue of the thyroid gland 
at the upper and lower ends of the hilum in each thy- 
roid lobe; the glands, however, vary in size with 
similar variations in the size of their associated 
superior and inferior arteries. 
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Embryologically the parathyroids develop bilater- 
ally from the third and fourth branchial arches, and 
thus differ from the thyroid, which is developed as 
a medium invagination of the pharyngeal endoderm, 
arising between the first and second branchial clefts. 

Morphologically, the parathyroids are related to the 
thymus rather than to the thyroid, for the thymus also 
arises bilaterally and from the same two arches. 
This will explain the difficulty which the manufacturer 
meets with in entirely freeing parathyroid tissue from 
thymus. 

At first the parathyroids were regarded merely as 
accessory thyroids, but much evidence has accumulated 
to show the functional and structural differences 
between the thyroid and the parathyroids. Recently 
the opinion has been advanced that the parathyroids 
are to be regarded as sentinels, probably engaged in 
measuring the activity of the thyroid and in adjusting 
its operations to the needs of the body. 

Much of our knowledge of the functions of these 
glands has been derived from the study of the effects 
produced by their removal from animals. It has been 
shown that the complete removal of the parathyroids 
is followed by convulsions which end fatally, though 
the fatal result may be delayed by the oral adminis- 
tration of lactose. - 

At least two theories have been advanced in ex- 
planation of the physiological functions of these 
glands, namely : 

1. That they provide a detoxicating agent to 
destroy guanidine, a poisonous purin body resulting 
from the imperfect metabolism of proteins, which 
might otherwise accumulate in the muscles. 

2. That they control the calcium content of the 
blood, and thereby indirectly act as a sedative and 
regulator of nerve impulses and also, possibly, as 
the deciding factor in regulating the acid-base 
equilibrium of the blood. 

Following the removal of parathyroids from 
animals there is said to be evidence of an alteration 
in the hydrogen-ion concentration in the blood, and it 
appears that symptoms of tetany are accompanied by 
a disturbance of the acid-base equilibrium. 

Whatever may be the true explanation of the 
physiological action of these glands, an insufficiency 
of parathyroid secretion in the human subject is 
manifested by the development of muscular spasms 
and tremors, and a general excitability of the nervous 
system. Similar conditions have been demonstrated 
in dogs; furthermore, parathyroidectomy in these 
animals has resulted in a 50 per cent. decrease in the 
calcium content of the blood. In connection with the 
regulation of the calcium metabolism, it is alsointerest- 
ing to note that experimental removal of the parathy- 
roid glands has been followed by certain defects in the 
enamel of the teeth of the animals so treated. 

Unlike the thyroid, the parathyroid bodies do not 
contain iodine, and very little is known of the chemical 
nature of the active secretion. One worker has 
claimed to have isolated an active hormone, but con- 


firmation is still wanting. 
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The possibility of a derangement of the internal 
secretions, and particularly of the parathyroid, has 
been put forward as a suggestion by Dryerre and 
Greig as a possible cause of milk fever. They sum- 
marise an extremely interesting paper which appeared 
in the Veterinary Record (March 21, 1925), by saying 
that the animal in such a condition is suffering pri- 
marily froma parathyroid deficiency. The parathyroids 
cannot cope with the increased metabolism incidental 
to pregnancy and parturition, with the result that 
a faulty metabolism sets in and an accumulation of 
protein toxins, notably guanidine, gathers in the body. 
The formation of guanidine in the bowel and its 
absorption are facilitated by intestinal stasis and its 
associated intestinal derangements. ‘There is also a 
diminution in the available calcium. The tissues are 
on the point of reacting to this condition when rela- 
tively slight excitement, by releasing a certain quantity 
of adrenalin, sensitises the tissues and precipitates the 
crises ; a form of tetany results. 

Insufflation of the udder, by initiating powerful 
afferent stimuli, reflexly causes an excessive secretion 
of adrenalin, and possibly prevents further calcium 
loss. Adrenalin now exerts its action of hastening 
oxidation, the toxins are burnt up, and the blood pres- 
sure rises, with the result that recovery takes place. 

Apparently experimental investigations are still 
proceeding along these lines, although some years 
before adrenalin had been used in the treatment 
and prevention of milk fever. Thus, the late Mr. 
Wallis Hoare, writing in the Veterinary Record before 
the war, stated that, in cases that are slow to get up, 
or in those where a second or third inflation of the 
udder fails to accomplish the desired effect, he found 
that the hypodermic injection of adrenalin solution 
1:1000, in doses of from two to four drachms, accord- 
ing to the size of the cow, proved very successful. 
Theoretically, at any rate, the parathyroid is opposed 
to the adrenal, the one co-operating with the para- 
sympathetic nervous system, and the other co- 
operating with the sympathetic nervous system. 

A subsequent article by Nairn (Veterinary Record 
June 27, 1925) also theorises on the possibility of a 
derangement of the internal secretions as being the 
cause of milkfever. This writer starts off by assuming 
that the thyroid, parathyroid, pituitary, genital and 
adrenal medulla are more or less co-operative in action. 
As a matter of fact, I should prefer to exclude the 
parathyroid. Whereas the pancreatic hormone is 
antagonistic to the hormone of the adrenal medulla, 
placental extract, on the other hand, is a specific 
antagonist of the pituitary, and I can fully bear out 
his statement that the mammary hormone is a 
specific antagonist of the ovarian. He divides his 
glands into two groups, one of which he calls the plus 
group, consisting chiefly of the ovarian, adrenal and 
thyroid hormones. When there is depletion of these 
plus hormones, the following phenomena are said to 
be in evidence: weak cardiac action and pulse, 


anorexia, slow metabolism, constipation, asthenia, 
poor muscular tone, fatigue, mental and physical 
depression ; in other words, the nervous systems are 
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exhausted. Nairn asks if emphasis need be laid on the 
great similarity of these symptoms to those of milk 
fever. 


He goes on to say that at the time of parturition, the 
greatest strain of all is made on these hormones, and 
they run the risk of depletion to a greater extent than 
usual. At the same time, the mammary gland is 
functioning at its, maximum. Supposing depletion 
of the ovarian hormone occurs—and this is con- 
ceivable, due to the excess of mammary hormone in the 
circulation—the antagonistic mammary hormone 
would tend to lengthen the period of depletion and 
to involve the adrenals, thyroid, ete., and so the 
above-mentioned symptoms might occur. He argues 
that if the pressure effect--and he is referring to 
inflation of the udder—in these cases is mechanical, 
is it not possible to imagine its checking the secretion 
of the hormone and its excretion into the circulation, 
just as increasing intramammary pressure gradually 
checks the secretion of milk? If this occurred, the 
antagonistic influence, 7.e. the mammary hormone, 
having been removed, the plus group of glands, 
namely, ovarian, adrenal and thyroid, should com- 
mence to refunction more actively and to exert their 
stimulatory actions on the nervous systems, and so 
bring the body back to normal. 


This, of course, is largely speculative but, neverthe- 
less, extremely interesting. 


Parathyroid gland has been suggested in the treat- 
ment of chorea, especially in dogs and cats. The 
disease, of course, is quite different from chorea 
as seen in human practice. In fact, it is extremely 
doubtful whether true chorea occurs in animals. 
What is generally described as chorea in the dog is 
an organic nervous malady, occurring either during the 
course of distemper or in a variable period after all the 
acute symptoms of the latter have disappeared. 
Hutyra and Marek term the condition * distemper 
spasms.” As we all know, it may be accompanied by 
various nervous phenomena, such as meningitis, 
delirium, coma or paralysis, or the symptoms may pass 
off and be succeeded by paralysis of the progressive 
type. It is not my intention t6 discuss the subject of 
chorea at any length, except to remind you that 
treatment is very unsatisfactory. In view of the 
fact that tetany results if the parathyroid glands are 
damaged or partially removed, it has been suggested 
that parathyroid may be tried in cases of this kind. 
One prominent veterinarian has diagnosed the con- 
dition as tetany, and we know that tetanic spasms 
can sometimes be controlled by means of parathyroid. 
Gram, on the other hand, states that he cannot con- 
sider the claim that parathyroid has a good effect on 
chorea or other nervous sequels of distemper. He 
asserts that the majority of cases of paralysis following 
distemper or accompanying other complaints such as 
spinal neuritis, with or without meningitis, recover 
without any treatment beyond aspirin and patience. 
Incidentally, Tutt, in the Veterinary Record, reports 
the use of parathyroid in two cases of chorea, which 
apparently responded to treatment, 
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The remarkable possibilities of parathyroid in 
veterinary practice were demonstrated in the case of 


some dogs which came under my observation some | 


months ago. The cases under treatment consisted 
of about forty wire-haired terriers of various ages, 
most of them suffering from both rickets and osteoma- 
lacia, some few of the younger ones showing symptoms 
of rachitis only. The bitches, more particularly the 
adults, showed the symptoms in a more pronounced 
way than the males, and those which were pregnant 
were invariably the worst cases ; in fact, the veteri- 
nary surgeon in charge of the animals made the 
observation that pregnancy always induced the worst 
condition, which improved after the puppies were 
weaned. 

All the adults were stiff in body and limb, exhibited 
pain on lifting, were unwilling to gallop, and showed 
more difficulty in moving on a hardroad than on grass. 
The appetite was unaffected, bowels unaffected, urine 
darker in colour than usual, of stronger odour, and 
more scanty than normal. ‘They also exhibited 
enlargement of the maxiliary glands, and most of 
them an enlargement of the popliteal glands. In 
the worst cases the bones were like cartilage in con- 
sistence, even those of the skull and jaw. 

The dogs were kept on a sandy sub-soil, and water 
from same. The position was fairly sheltered, but 
the kennels were large, dark and draughty, and built of 
brick. Some had cement flooring and some not. 
All the dogs were put into warm, dry kennels, free 
from draught, and on wooden benches with straw. 
They were fed principally on raw meat and, where they 
were able to eat it, a superior form of dog biscuit, 
made by Spratts especially for invalids. Even those 
that were lame had a small amount of exercise for a 
short time thrice daily. 

The medical treatment consisted of giving one five- 
grain capsule of a concentrated vitamin extract 
(Metagen) twice a day with meals, together with 
parathyroid, one tablet daily for the first week, one 
every second day the second week, and one twice a 
week the third week. After this, conditions were 
improved in every case. The bad cases were under this 
treatment from six weeks to two months. 

The animals, in which rickets was a pronounced 
feature answered to treatment first, and except 
incases where the bones were malformed, every case 
made a good recovery. 

Several animals from another kennel were put on to 
similar treatment, and made a good recovery, this 
treatment being of course, in addition to proper 
hygienic and dietetic conditions. 


(To be continued. ) 











The University Court of the University of Edinburgh 
has appointed Professor Sir Thomas Hudson Beare, 
Professor Shearer and Dr. F. A. E. Crew representatives 
upon the board of management of the Royal (Dick) Veter- 
inary College. 
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Asafetida in the Treatment of Wounds. 





By Cu. Musutraq AumapD, G.P.V.C., 
Clinica] Assistant and Assistant to the Professor of 
Surgery, Punjab Veterinary College, Lahore. 


In connection with the publication of this article, 
we reproduce the following letter (which accompanied 
the communication) from Captain U. W. F. Walker, 
M.C., M.R.C.V.S. :— 

The Editor, Veterinary Record, 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, London. 

Dear Sir,—I have much pleasure in forwarding for your 
perusal the enclosed article on Asafetida, written by my 
Assistant Professor of Surgery, Mr. Chandin Mushtaq 
Ahmad. I hope you will be able to see your way to publish 
it. I fully endorse Mr. Mushtaq Ahmad’s remarks on the 
actions and uses of this drug. All his cases have been under 
my observation. 

Yours faithfully, 
Wm. F. WaLKER, Capt. I.V.S., 
Professor of Surgery, 
Punjab Veterinary College, 
March 25th, 1926. Lahore. 

Where other sciences and professions are making 
progress, veterinary science, too, is rapidly progressing. 
Major operations, on the delicate parts of the body, 
which in the past were considered impossible in 
veterinary patients, are being performed every day 
with great success. Although we have advanced 
considerably in a comparatively short time, we have 
not yet reached the stage of perfection. The success- 
ful results of modern veterinary surgery are due to the 
efforts of several well-known surgeons who have pub- 
lished the results of their experiments on antiseptic 
and aseptic surgery, together with their operative 
technique. Even in the daily routine work of dressing 
wounds there is always room for improvement in the 
matter of selecting suitable antiseptics and of adopting 
their special actions and uses to certain conditions. 

In the Cruelty Ward (a branch of the Indoor 
Hospital of the Punjab Veterinary College) many 
neglected cases of wounds of a large variety and 
lameness are received for free treatment from the 
S.P.C.A. Inspector. The wounds of these animals 
are nearly always badly infected and covered with 
flies, the latter being one of the commonest sources of 
wound infection in India. 

I decided to give an asafetida trial on account of its 
cheapness and peculiar odour, to see if the latter had 
any effect in keeping flies off a wound. I found that 
such was the case. It had a decided action in this 
respect, while its continued use as a wound dressing 
proved it to be, without any doubt, an excellent 
antiseptic. With these actions, it was found to possess 
other properties to which I shall presently refer. 
There are many wound dressings which can be used 
with the same object in view, some being more expen- 
sive than others and not so easily obtainable. With 
regard to asafetida, | wish to emphasise its cheapness 
and the fact that it is procurable almost everywhere in 
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India, while its actions and uses are equal to, if not 
better than those of the majority of drugs employed 
for the external treatment of wounds. 

Before I describe a few cases out of many which I 
have treated with this drug, I would like to say a few 
words about the drug itself, its actions and uses. 


ASAFETIDA. 


Synonyms.—Asafetida, B.P. Asa-mastic, and feetida 
stinking. Vernacular, hing; Arabic, hiltit ; Sanskrit, 
hingu; Persian, anguza. 

An oleo gum resin obtained by incision from the 
root of the Ferula fetida (fam. Umbellifere). 

Habitat. Persia, Afghanistan and Turkistan. 

Characters and Tests.1~ Rounded or flattened 
tears, from twelve to twenty-five millimeters in 
diameter, or masses containing tears, greyish-white to 
dull yellow, darkening on keeping. Fresh tears usually 
tough at ordinary temperatures, hard when cold. 
Internally yellowish and translucent, or milk-white 
and opaque; freshly exposed surfaces often slowly 
become pink, then red, and finally reddish-brown. 
Odour strong, alliaceous and persistent ; taste bitter, 
acrid and alliaceous. When triturated with water, 
asafetida forms a while emulsion. When the freshly- 
fractured surface of a tear is touched with sulphuric 
acid, a bright red or brownish red colour is produced. 
The tincture obtained by macerating 0-5 gramme of 
asafetida with 10 millimetres of alcohol (90 per cent.) 
filtered, made alkaline with strong solution of am- 
monia, and then largely diluted with alcohol (90 per 
cent.), does not exhibit a blue fluorescence (distinction 
from and absence of galbanum),contains not more than 
50 per cent. of matter insoluble in alcohol (90 per cent.). 
Ash not more than 15 per cent. 

Chemistry.2— Resin (40 to 60 per cent.) consisting 
of ferulaic acid (C,9H, 90,4) and a ferulaic ester of 
asaresinotannol (gum 25 per cent.), volatile oil 
(3 to 6 per cent.), ash (LO to 30 per cent.). The resin 
yields umbelliferona (CgH,O,) under the action of heat 
or sulphuric acid, and when fused with caustic potash 
gives resorcin. ‘The oil has §.G. 0-975 to 0-990, and 
contains two terpenes, and several sulphur compounds 
having formule, C,H,48., C,,HopS., ete. 

3Volatile oil contains allyl sulphide, which gives 
asafetida its disagreeable odour. 

History._-Apparently the drug has been known for 
centuries all over the world, under various names. 
The Egyptians knew the medicine by the name of 
laser* as imported in Alexandria from India and 
Persia in the second century, but to Indians it was 
known much earlier, as it was mentioned by the earliest 
Sanskrit writers under the name of hingra. The old 
Greek and Latin writers have mentioned it as two 





1 B.P. 1914, ah page 57. 

2 Southall’s Materia Medica, 8th Edition, Page 250. 
3 Veterinary Materia Medica and Therapeutics, by 
KENELM WINSLOW, eighth edition, page 389. 
Pharmacographia: A History of Drugs, by 
1879, 





FLUCKIGER and HaAnsBury, 2nd _ edition, 
page 318. 





kinds of silphium.2 Amongst the Mohammadan 
writers in Materia Medica,* Ibu Sina has mentioned 
two kinds of asafetida—tyib (good) and muntin (feetid). 
Other Mohammadan writers have mentioned this drug 
as a product of Persia and Western Afghanistan. 
Haji Zein, the druggist, in the fourteenth century, 
writes that the two kinds of asafetida are produced 
by two different plants, the black and the white 
anjudin, and that the white one produces the tyib 
(good) asafetida. The first European writer who 
pointed out in 1850 the difference between the 
asafetida of India (hing) and that of the European 
Pharmacopeeias (known in India as hingra) was 
Guilbourt. In the thirteenth century, “ Physicians 
of Myddfai ” in Wales considered asafetida as one of 
the substances which every physician “ ought to know 
and use.”’ 5 
ACTIONS AND USES. 


Where the drug was known to the ancients, they 
made use of it for certain ailments, and in the regions 
where the plant grows the fresh leaves are cooked as an 
article of diet. In the Sanskrit book, Susruté, it 1s 
valled hingu, from its killing or overpowering all other 
odours. It is known as ramatha, bhutdnasdna, 
which means * destroying demons” (and superstitious 
people are sometifhes seen wearing amulets containing 
the substance for warding off evil spirits), and stlan- 
dséna, which means “ removing pain in the stomach.” 
It is described as hot, digestive, appetising, pungent ; 
a remedy for phlegm, ‘rheumatism, griping, flatulence, 
diseases of the belly, satiety and worms. It increases 
the secretion of bile. It is used as an antispasmodic 
in nervous affections; taken daily, it is thought to 
ward off attacks of malarial fever. It has a great 
reputation as a condiment among vegetarians. It is 
described by old writers as “ Cibus deorum, stercus 
diaboli * (food of the gods, stink of the devil). 

In modern European medicine asafetida is used as a 
stimulant and antispasmodic in chronic bronchitis, 
hysteria and tympanites. It is often administered in 
the form of enema, as it is apt to give rise to a sense of 
weight and heat in the stomach when given by the 
mouth, Dr. Paolo Negri, of Venice, has reported the 
successful treatment of a few cases of abortion with 
asafetida given to the extent of one gramme daily. 
Dr. Turazze, following the prescription of Dr. P. Negri, 
has recently treated four cases with success. In 
modern medicine it is chiefly used as a carminative, 
stimulant, expectorant, and nerve stimulant or anti- 
spasmodic. Liquid preparations may cause nausea 
and vomiting in dogs owing to a nauseous taste. It 
is very useful in flatulent colic in horses when it is 
combined with ammonium carbonate in balls, or is 
given in this form simultaneously with linseed oil and 
oil of turpentine. For constipation of horses, it is given 
with aloes in balls. I have also found this drug usefuy 





History of the Principal 
Vol. 


2 Pharmacographica Indica : 
Drugs of Vegetable Origin, by W. Dymock. 
ii, page 141. 

3 The Commercial Products of India, By Sir GEorGE 
Warr, July, 1908, page 533. 
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in coughs and chills of horses, when given with other 
suitable drugs, such as camphor, garlic and ammonium 
chloride in the form of electuary. I do not propose to 
discuss here at any length the actions of the drug when 
used internally, as.the article is concerned with the 
external actions and uses of the drug. The European 
writers have not, so far, mentioned its external uses, 
with the exception of Winslow, who, under the heading 
of actions and uses, states that tincture asafetide, 
applied externally, stops feather pulling in birds and 
bandage chewing in dogs. 

From the chemical composition of the drug it is 
quite plain that it is a compound of all those drugs 
that have been used in the treatment of wounds 
in the past as resin, sulphur, Venice turpentine, 
resorcin, etc. 

In my experience in the treatment of wounds it has 
shown the following properties: styptic, stimulant, 
non-irritant-antiseptic, disinfectant, and deodorant, 
while it keeps off flies and so prevents the transmission 
of infection. It does not destroy the tissue cells. 

The Hindu and the Mohammadan medical prac- 
titioners of antiquity have used this drug in the treat- 
ment of wounds and skin diseases 

1 (a) Bhutdri—enemy of the erial germs, such as 
flies, mosquitos and fleas. 

(b) Jantunash  parasiticide. 

(c) Bhedan— remover of discharge. 

(d) Sira—remover of filthy matters. 

2 (a) Its application on lalat (forehead) in the 
form of paste cures hemicranium. 

(b) Tooth powder consisting of this drug is useful in 
dental diseases. 

(c) Inhalations of aqueous solution cure headache. 

(d) Application of asafetida with opium assuages 
dental pain. 

(e) Its application (containing vinegar) to the sty 
is found useful. 

(f) Poultices prepared of Phaseolus aconitifolius 
(moth) flour containing asafetide, make the guinea 
worm come out easily. 

(g) Asafetida and yellow arsenic rubbed in lemon 
juice is antidote to scorpion poison. 

(hk) Its use with vinegar is said to be useful in the 
treatment of sinus. 

(¢) Aqueous solution is very useful in burns. 

% Its application in tooth caries is useful. If 
applied on swellings after incision it removes the dirty 
matter and stops its further formation. Its applica- 
tion on abscesses, blended in simple ointment, or with 
dry fig, is said to be of value. It is very valuable 
for cleaning the wounds. In ring-worm and grease 
it is used with fig and vinegar, and it is also useful for 
warts and glandular swellings when applied with simple 
ointment. Its application by itself, or with vinegar, 
or black pepper, or other suitable drug, is useful in 
favus. It also cures scrofula when applied with wax 





1 Vaidic Shabda Sindu, page 1191 (hingu). 

2 Anubhut Chakitsa Sagar, Vol. I1., page 780. 

% Muheet-i- Azam, by HAkimM MoHAMMAD AZAM KHAN 
(Banazim-i-Jahan) Vol. II. page 149, 150. 











and tar ointment, being applied after dissolution in 
ash water or river water on incisions of muscles. 
Keeping off mosquitos, flies and other poisonous in- 
sects, it is also found of use in poisoned arrow wounds. 
Together with garlic and gentian, it is applied on the 
bite of the rabid dog. 

4 Mr. Atchison, who travelled in the districts 
in the vicinity of Afghanistan and Baluchistan Persia, 
with the Afghan Baluchistan Boundary Commission 
in 1884, writes that the people of Kurrum Valley apply 
asafetide in wounds and contusions and also on ring- 
worm. 

I have used the following preparations of asafetida 
in the treatment of wounds : 


(1) Alcoholic solution of asafetida. 
Asafetida ei ... one part. 
Rectified or methylated spirit . seven parts. 
Clear the asafetida if adulterated, and dissolve it 
by adding spirit slowly, then filter. 
(2) Aqueous solution. 
Asafetida BY ve ei ... One part. 
Spirit... we = re . two parts. 
Boiled water ial . 10 to 20 parts. 
Dissolve slowly by trituration in spirit. Add hot 
water gradually; when dissolved, filter. It should be 
prepared afresh. 
N. B.--In the absence of spirit, it may be dissolved 
in boiling water and then filtered. 
(3) Glycerinated solution of asafetida. 


Alcoholic solution... nm ... one part. 
Glycerine i or _ ... four parts. 
Shake well. ‘ 


(4) Asafetida ointment. 


Asafetida ae ie a! ... one part. 
Spirit... ~ mn ... $ to 1 part. 
Simple ointment. ... SIX parts. 


Grind well by adding spirit. Then mix well with 
simple ointment. If it becomes hard add a little liquid 
paraffin. 

N.B.— Asafetida must be pure and genuine. 

Adulterations.—The common adulterations in asa- 
fetida are potato slices, gum arabic, sand, earth, 
gypsum, wheat flour, pieces of bark. Its odour hides 
the adulterated materals, as the bitterness of quinine 
conceals chalk adulteration utilised to stand the 
market competition. 

External uses.._In my experiments, the application 
of preparations of asafetida to the open wounds keeps 
off flies. Its alcoholic solution, if used for disinfecting 
the seat of an operation, wards off flies while operating. 
It is advisable that the operation wound should be 
dressed before and after suturing, and its dressing once 
daily heals the wound by first intention, provided 
other conditions remain normal. In recent or chronic 
suppurating wounds, its application, after cleaning 
the wound with warm water, stops the formation of 
pus. It stimulates indolent ulcers to granulate. 
In fresh wounds and burns of any kind its application 
inhibits suppuration and healing occurs rapidly. 


4 The Indian Medicinal Piet by Cobenel KIRTEKAR 
and Major B. D. Basu, page 626. 
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The syringing out of fresh, infected, punctured wounds 
once, destroys micro-organisms. A glycerinated solu- 
tion, applied to broken knees and other wounds of the 
joints, hastens the healing of the wound and keeps the 
skin soft and pliable. In punctured wounds with effici- 
ent drainage provided, it may be injected by means of a 
syringe. Cotton wool pads, saturated in an aqeous 
solution, are placed on infected wounds. The appli- 
cation of the alcoholic or aqueous solution produces 
a whiteness on the surface of the wound or ulcer. 
When using an alcoholic solution, a film of resin re- 
mains on the granulating surfaces which serves to 
protect the wound from atmospheric effects, dust, 
etc., and also hastens the reparative process. This 
film, which may be regarded as an aseptic scab, need 
not be removed daily as long as there is no discharge 
of pus. 

By the application of its aqueous solution there is 
produced a thin, serous discharge that brings out the 
deep infection and coagulated lymph, which helps the 
separation of the slough in three to six days. When 
the slough is ready for separation the wounds smells. 
After the removal of the slough there appear healthy 
granulations which were hidden under the dead 
tissue. The slough should be removed very carefully 
so that the granulations may not get injured and 
fresh infection may not take place. 


Cases TREATED WITH ASAFETIDA. 

The following are a few cases out of many treated 
with asafetida preparations : 

CasE No.1: Brown mare, C.B., aged, the property 
of Mr. H. D. Kapur, banker and Government con- 
tractor, Lahore. 

Admitted on June 9th, 1924. 

History..—The mare collided with a motor car. 

Injury.-Alacerated punctured wound on 
shoulder-joint, 8in. long, 4in. wide and L}in. deep, with 
a pocket at its bottom. 

Treatment.—The mare was cast and chloroformed. 
Dirty infected tissues were removed by dissection. 
Counter opening made, irrigated well with warm water, 
dried and painted with alcoholic solution of asafetida ; 
the wound was sutured and bandaged. 

20/6/1924.—There was a slight swelling around the 
wound and a sero-sanguinous discharge. The wound 
was cleaned and dressed with the same solution with- 
out washing. Antitetanic serum (3,000 units) was 
injected subcutaneously. 

24/6/1924._-The margins of the wound had healed. 
There was a slight swelling around the wound, but 
no discharge. 

26/6/1924.— Wound discharging slightly from lower 
extremity, and this discharge was wiped off. The 
bottom stitch was removed and the same solution 
applied. 

27/6/1924._-The remaining sutures were removed 
and the wound had healed ; the wound of the counter 
opening was healing satisfactorily. 

4/7/1924.—The counter opening wound had healed. 

Summary.—A wound 8in. long, 4in. wide and 1 }in. 
deep, healed in fifteen days. 
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Case No. 2: Brown mare, age about six years, the 
property of Mr. Heapburn, Lahore. 

Admitted on the 8th July, 1924. 

History. While the mare was grazing in the com- 
pound of the bungalow, she got frightened, bolted and 
fell on a pukka road, injuring her left shoulder and 
elbow. 

Injuries. There were two wounds on the shoulder, 
about 3in. long and 2}in. wide, and 4in. long and 3in. 
wide respectively, of a contused lacerated nature. 
On the elbow was a lacerated wound, about 3in. long 
and l}in. deep. Air had entered this wound on 
account of walking; there was a frothy discharge 
running from it. 

Treatment.'The hair was clipped and the hair was 
thoroughly cleaned and dressed with alcoholic solution 
of asafetida. All wounds healed in fourteen days 
without suppuration. 

Case No.3: White ox, the property of Mohd. Din, 
Lahore. 

This ox was admitted on the 20th October, 1924, 
for the treatment of a yoke-gall. The lesion consisted 
of two ulcers, each of about 3in. in diameter and with- 
out any granulations, and discharging pus, with 
fibrous tumours at their base. 

Treatment. Injected 3 per cent. apothesine solu- 
tion, Hil. subcutaneously around both the ulcers and, 
after fifteen minutes, dissected out the tumours and 
plugged the wound with aqueous solution of asafetida. 

21/10/1924. The plug was saturated with a serous 
discharge and the asafetida odour was still present in 
it, while the surface of the wound was covered with 4 
film of resin. 

24/10/1924. Superficial sloughing took place and 
underneath the latter healthy granulations had 
formed, occupying about half of the wound cavity. 

27/10/1924. There was no smell in the wound, and 
it was full of healthy granulations ; the wound cavity 
was filled up and it was dressed with alcoholic solution, 

31/10/1924.--The granulations of the wound of the 
left side were exuberant and therefore copper sulphate 
was applied. 

1/11/1924. 
Oleo resin of turpeutine 
Sulphur . one part. 
Simple ointment ‘it bis ... four parts. 
As prescribed by Col. G. K. Walker, C.1.E., O.B.E., 
F.R.C.V.S., Principal of the Punjab Veterinary College, 
Lahore. 

10/11/1924. The animal was discharged, cured. 

Case No.4: Grey mare, C.B., about four years old. 

Admitted on the 29th November, 1924. 

History.—The injury resulted from a collison with 
a tonga; the shaft of the tonga entered the chest on 
the near side and caused a punctured wound between 
the breast and shoulder, 12in. deep. The orifice of the 
wound measured 3}in. in diameter. 

Treatment.._Hair was shaved from the edges of 
the wound and alcoholic solution of asafetida was 
injected into the cavity. The wound was then plugged 
with muslin soaked in the same solution 


Dressed with tursal ointment: 
. one part. 
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30/11/1924.-- When the plug was removed there was 
a serous discharge. The wound was cleaned with 
aqueous solution and plugged with muslin, soaked into 
the same solution. The wound healed after twenty- 
six days without suppuration. 

Case No.5: Bay mare, C.B.. aged, the property of 
Pir Baksh, Lahore. 

Admitted on the 19th December, 1924. 

History._The animal collided with a bullock cart, 
sustained two lacerated contused wounds, one on off 
shoulder, 3in. long and 2}in. wide and 2ia. deep, the 
other on the breast oa the off side, 9in. long, 6in. wide, 
and 3}in. deep. In the breast wound the pectoral 
anticus muscle was severed. 

Treatment..-The wounds were cleaned and washed 
with aqueous solution of asafetida, wiped with 
absorbent cotton wool and were painted with alcoholic 
solution and upper part of the wound sutured. 

20/12/1924.— There was a yellowish discharge from 
the wound and swelling around it. 

23/12/1924.—The swelling had subsided and the 
discharge had diminished. The owner, seeing such a 
large wound, lost all hope of the animal’s recovery 
and abandoned it. 

24/12/1924._-As the stitches had become loose, 
they were removed and the wound dressed with 
aqueous solution. 

27/12/1924. The granulations were inclined to be 
slightly excessive; therefore nitrate of silver was 
applied. 

28/12/1924. The surface of the wound was quite 
even and aqueous solution pad was applied and con- 
tinued up to the 19th January, 1925, when the animal 
was discharged cured after one month. 

Case No. 6: Grey ox, age about seven years, the 
property of Fazal Din, was admitted on 27th January, 
1926, as a cruelty case, for the treatment of yoke gall 
about 3in. in diameter and a cold abscess about the 
size of a duck’s egg, on the right side of the neck. 

Treatment. 28/1/1926. The yoke gall and the 
seat of abscess were washed with soap and water, and 
a pad of aqueous solution of asafetida was employed 
on the gall and bandaged. 

29/1/1926.-The gall and the seat of abscess 
were painted with alcoholic solution of asafetida, and 
4 per cent. solution of apothesine was injected’ sub- 
cutaneously all round the gall and abscess to cause 
local anesthesia, After fifteen minutes the yoke gall 
and the abscess were extirpated. The wounds were 
painted before and after suturing with alcoholic 
solution, and bandaged. 

The sutured parts were painted once daily for seven 
days with the solution. Both the wounds healed by 
first intention, and the sutures were removed on the 
7th February, 1926. 

Case No. 7: Chestnut, C.B., two and a-half years 
old, the property of Col. E. H. Cole. The animal was 
almitted on the 18th December, 1925, for the Steinach 
operation. The operation was performed on the 6th 
January, 1926, by Captain U. W. F. Walker, M.C., 
M.R.C.V.8., Professor of Surgery. The operation 
wound was painted before and after suturing with an 





alcoholic solution of asafetida. This dressing , was 

applied once daily. The sutures were removed seven 

days later. The wound had healed by first intention. 
* * * * * * 


My article would be incomplete if I did not thank 
Col. G. K. Walker, C.I.E., O.B.E., F.R.C.V.S., Princi- 
pal of the Punjab Veterinary College, and Captain 
U. W. F. Walker, M.C., M.R.C.V.S., 1. V.S., Professor 
of Surgery, who are taking ceaseless interest in im- 
proving and advancing veterinary surgery in the 
Punjab, and in affording me many opportunities 
of observing and carrying out experiments. They 
have always encouraged me to further efforts and have 
favoured me with sound advice whenever any occasion 
arose. 








The Zoological Society. 
CONTINUED PROSPERITY. 

The Duke of Bedford, presiding at the 97th annual 
general meeting of the Zoological Society held recently, 
was able to congratulate the Fellows on their continued 
prosperity. The collection was now more representative 
of the animal kingdom than any other menagerie in 
existence. He deprecated any effort to store up money, 
saying that it was the first duty of the Society to improve 
the Gardens continuously, both from the point of view of 
the animals and of visitors. He paid a high tribute to the 
research work being done in the laboratories, mentioning 
especially the study of parasites. He also congratulated 
the Society on the success in applying “ artificial sunlight ”’ 
to monkeys and reptiles, and stated that its use would be 
extended. As atestimony to the active interest taken by 
the members of the council, he stated that when, in accord- 
ance with custom, three of the members to retire had to be 
selected as having made fewest attendances, it was found 
that they had attended ten out of a possible twelve mect- 
ings. 

In reference to expected additions to the menagerie, 
the president said that a white elephant had, at the date 
of the meeting, reached the Red Sea and was expected to 
be on exhibition in the Gardens by the middle of May. 
It had been inspected in Burma by Sir Harcourt Butler, 
the Governor, who was a Fellow of the Society, and by 
his officers of the Forestry Department. They reported 
it to be a genuine Albino, with reddish eyes. 

Sir Henry Macmahon, in proposing a vote of thanks to 
the chairman, said that the Duke of Bedford had now been 
president of the Society for twenty-six years, during which 
time he had given constant attention to its affairs. 

The five retiring members of the council were Lord 
Grey of Fallodon, Lord Onslow, Major Albert Pam, Dr. 
Monckton-Copeman, F.R.S., and Professor J. P. Hill, 
F.R.S. The new members elected were Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lord Alistair Innes-Ker, Mr. E. G. B. Meade- 
Waldo, Dr. R. H. Burne, Sir Henry Macmahon, and Mr. 
H. G. Maurice. The Duke of Bedford, Mr. Charles 
Drummond, and Dr. Chalmers Mitchell were re-elected as 
president, treasurer, and secretary. The president has 
nominated as vice-presidents Sir John Bland-Sutton, Sir 
Sidney Harmer, Sir A. Smith Woodward, Professor 
MacBride, Mr. A. Ezra, and Mr. E. G. B. Meade-Waldo.— 


The Times. 
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THE FRANK GARNETT 
MEMORIAL. 


We publish elsewhere in this issue a report of a 
meeting of the Committee appointed to consider 
suggestions for the disposal of the Fund collected to 
commemorate the name of the late Frank Walls 
Garnett. 

It will be seen that the total sum does not quite 
reach £500, but the Committee’s proposal that it 
should lie on deposit until £500 is reached enables us 
to consider the question with that round sum in mind 
as the amount to be expended. 

The suggestions at the meeting as to the form of the 
memorial deserve very careful consideration. Briefly 
they are as follows :— 

1. The endowment of an annuity to be called 
‘“ The Garnett Annuity,” to be granted on the recom- 
mendation of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons by one of the Benevolent Funds. 

2. The endowment of a section of the Library of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

3. The provision of a Scholarship. 

4. The provision of a suitable Rostrum and other 
seating accomodation in the Council Room of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. ) 

5. The payment of Railway Fares of Members of 
Council who could not otherwise afford to attend the 
meetings. 

If we may venture to express our views on these 
suggestions, we would be inclined to rule out at once 
numbers 3 and 5. For a Scholarship the sum of £25 
a year is too small to make it likely that students 
would take the trouble to compete for it. As to 
number 5, we have only to look at the present com- 
position of the Council to realise how impossible it 
would be to select among them who should be chosen 
to be recouped out-of-pocket expenses, out of the 
maximum amount of £25. 

To take the other proposals in order, while agreeing 
with all that was said as to Mr. Garnett’s warm interest 
in benevolence, we think that the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund could, without this further addition, 
arrange that the munificent donation of Mrs. Garnett 
should be capitalised for the purpose of making a 
“Garnett Annuity.” If that were done there would 
be no further need to endow an additional annuity 
in Mr. Garnett’s name. 
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The suggestion that the Fund should be added to 
the Endowment Fund of the College Library is no 
doubt a very proper suggestion, but here, again, 
we are compelled to point out that the Library is 
already provided with an income of about £125 a year, 
which is ample for its present maintenance. Moreover, 
we notice that a generous donation of £400 has been 
made to the Library by the Carnegie Trustees for the 
purpose of binding and purchase of books. 

While agreeing, therefore, with all those who 
emphasised Mr. Garnett’s interest in benevolence, 
in education, and in the Library of the College, we 
consider that none of these activities can claim to be 
the most appropriate for the purpose of commemora- 
ting his work. 

Let us consider what was the nature of his service 
to the veterinary profession. He was a member of 
Council of the National Veterinary Medical Association 
as well as of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
He was President of the N.V.M.A. in 1906, and he was 
President of the R.C.V.S. from 1914-19. No one will 
deny that his outstanding contributions to the welfare 
of the profession were his work, year in year out, for 
the passing of the Veterinary Surgeons Act Amend- 
ment Bill, a task that occupied him and others for 
more than fourteen years. Secondly, his work as 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee of the 
R.C.V.S., vigilantly watching all Parliamentary Bills 
and Departmental Regulations affecting the sphere of 
work of veterinary surgeons and securing here and 
there, as far as possible, amendments providing for 
the better utilisation of the special services of the 
profession. Thirdly, his work as President of the 
R.C.V.S. during the years of the Great War, during 
which it was a matter of continual anxiety to be able 
to maintain the existence of the Royal College in face 
of financial difficulties within and, without, the active 
attacks of enemies, who hoped to reduce the College 
to the sphere of a mere voluntary organisation without 
effective control over the qualification and practice 
of veterinary surgeons. 

Now, the centre of all these activities was the 
Council Room of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. It was there that the essential plans were 
worked out; it was there the anxious deliberations 
took place ; it was there the decisions were taken as 
to the right course of action in many emergencies 
which the Council of the profession had to face during 
What more fitting place to 
commemorate the services of Mr. Garnett than the 
Chamber in which, as Chairman of Committee 
or President of the College, he sat for a period which 
extended practically from the beginning of the century 
until his death ? 

If so much is granted, what should be the form of the 
memorial ? What better form than something which 
would help those who in future shall be elected 
members of the Council to carry on their deliberations 
in the interests of the profession in the most efficient 
manner? The tendency of the past generation 


has been steadily in the direction of greater dignity 
and decorum in the meetings of the Council. 
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Professor Williams presented a mace; Mr. Dollar 
presented a chain of office ; two other members of 
Council presented a President’s robe. The Vice- 
Presidents are now provided with a gown of office. 
Mr. Garnett himself presented the Council with its 
Common Seal, which is used at every meeting of 
Council. 

From all this we draw the inference that what would 
have Mr. Garnett’s approval would be something which 
would carry on the same spir't of improvement in the 
direction of making the Council Room a well-furnished 
and dignified Chamber. 

The Presidential Chair is a very handsome piece of 
furniture, but the table at which the President sits 
is an ordinary writing table. Two similar tables on 
each side are used by the officers. These were not 
bought for the purpose they now serve. They are 
merely a temporary arrangement pending the pro- 
vision of something better. 

It will be seen that we favour the proposal put 
forward by Mr. Willett and supported by one or two 
other members, namely, that a Rostrum be provided 
for the President and officers in keeping with the 
handsome Presidential Chair. Such a piece of furni- 
ture would occupy the most prominent position in 
the Council Chamber ; it should bear a simple tablet 
recording the fact that the Rostrum is dedicated to the 
memory of Frank W. Garnett, whose thoughts for the 
last twenty years of his life were directed to that 
Room and where plans were elaborated for the 
advancement of the best interests of the profession. 

We open our columns willingly for the purpose of 
the’ expression of views by any members of the 
profession who may wish to submit any further sug- 
gestions, or observations on these proposals. 


THE MISSING NUMBERS. 





In common with those of other weekly professional 
journals, numbers 19 and 20 of the Veterinary Record 
failed to reach the hands of our readers—existing, 
indeed, only in the fond but despairing imagination 
of those normally responsible for the appearance of the 
paper, hoping against hope to the last possible minute 
of ** going to press. 

Concretely, those issues must now be represented by 
nothing more substantial than their numerical 
identification on the.title page of this—which, at long 
last, re-establishes a contact previously unbroken in 
the life-time of our journal. This device has been 
adopted in order that to the annoyance of non- 
receipt in the immediate past should not be added that 
of confusion of reference for all future time. 

For our failure to supply our members and sub- 
scribers with the Record for two successive weeks we 
offer apologies which are none the less sincere because 
the causative circumstances lay entirely beyond our 
calculation or control. 

Relief at a return to normality leads us to confine 
reference to the recent industrial calamity to the 
briefest space requisite to express our deep regret at 
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the temporary cessation of publication. We fear that 
to many of our readers the period in question has been 
one of grave anxiety and loss, but amongst the or- 
dinary deprivations and inconveniences to which all 
our members will have been subjected, we know that 
not the least was the non-arrival of the Record at 
the week-end. 

As a final word upon a deplorable episode in our 
national life, as it affects ourselves, we would ask our 
contributors, our advertisers, and, more particularly, 
the Secretaries of Divisions, to prolong the exercise of 
their patience over the somewhat extended period 
which must attend the publication of the material 
they have forwarded. 








CLINICAL AND CASE REPORTS. 


Some Clinical Notes from New Zealand. 


By D. MarsHA.tL, MR.CV.S., Otago, N. L. 





Panacea | Anite. 


I have performed this operation with considerable 
temporary relief in cases in the horse diagnosed as 
volvulus of the large colon. It seems justified as a 
means of treatment in such cases, since removal of 
the gas increases the possibility of spontaneous 
or manual reduction of the twist. It was strongly 
recommended by Walley. As many of these cases 
prove fatal, probably any ill results from tapping 
were masked by the original trouble. They were noted 
in two cases :-—— 

1. A colic case, showing constant pain, normal 
pulse. Per rectum—loops of distended bowel, back 
pressure onstomach pump. Was diagnosed as volvulus. 
The horse was tapped in the right flank, but only 
fluid came from the canula. Shortly afterwards 
the animal began to tremble and show signs of collapse, 
and was dead in five hours. 

Autopsy showed extensive peritonitis, with much 
fluid (probably mixed exudate and leakage), also 
an impacted ileum, which would account for earlier 
symptoms. 

2. Gelding, with tympany of large intestine, 
due to fermentation. The hair was clipped off the 
site for tapping, which was painted with tr. iodi. 
The trocar and canula were scalded before use. 
After a free escape of gas, the trocar was replaced 
before the canula was removed. ‘Twelve days later 
a hard swelling, about four inches in diameter, had 
formed at site of puncture. Pus was liberated and 
the wound healed without event. 


Fracture oF Lower JAW NOT DIAGNOSED. 


Ist. Feb.Called to see a cow off feed. There was 
no history, except refusal of food. The cow was empty 
and milk reduced. Examination of the mouth showed 
some swelling of the lower lip, apparently painless. 
No conclusion was drawn. A supply of soft food was 
ordered. 
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Sth Feb No improvement. | made a thorough 
inspection of the mouth and head, without coming 
to any conclusion. The cow seemed unable to close 
her jaws. As she was of little value she was destroyed. 

Autopsy showed the lower jaw to be split through 
at the symphysis. 


INTERNAL H&MORRHAGE FOLLOWING PROLAPSE OF 
ReEctTuM. 


The subject was a draft mare, found by owner | 


foaling at 4 a.m. There was a breech presentation, 
with hind limbs extended forward, and prolapse of 
rectum. The owner reduced the prolapse and tried 
to repel the foetus, but could not, and it was delivered 
in that position. 1 saw the mare at 6-30a.m. She 
was standing, seemed easy, and was taking an interest 
in her foal. Pulse 64. Examination of the vagina 
and uterus showed parts apparently uninjured (I was 
afraid of damage by hocks). The foal was somewhat 
premature and weakly, with occasional hemorrhage 
from the navel. 10-30 a.m.: The owner reports the 
mare down and apparently dying. On arrival I found 
her down, pulseless and with membranes blanched, 
she died in a very few minutes. 

Autopsy showed the organs to be apparently 
healthy. There was much blood in the abdominal 
cavity. A rent about a foot long was present in the 
rectal mesentery, parallel to the bowel, and about 18in. 
from the anus. At each edge of rent there was a 
blood clot between the two layers. 


ABSCESS OF SPERMATIC CORD, AND AN OVERDOSE OF 
Nvux Vomica. 


Subject.—A four-year-old draft gelding, castrated 
by a neighbour a month previously, since when he 
has not done well, and is now going off feed. Previously 
outside, he had, since castration, been kept in a box at 
night. Seen at 2 p.m., he showed no evidence of pain, 
except to stamp a little at rare intervals. He stood 
most of the time. There was no appetite, the expres- 
sion was dull, but the conjunctiva was normal and the 
scrotal wounds healed ; temperature 101°5°F., pulse 
80. Rectal examination showed rectal mucous mem- 
brane dry and sticky. An apparently impaired bowel 
was occupying the whole of the left posterior part of 
the abdominal cavity and limiting exploration. 

Diagnosis.—Serious impaction of the large colon. 
Prognosis guarded. Administered ammon. carb. 3iss ; 
tr. nucis vom. Zvi; sodii chlor. Ziv in three galls. 
water by tube, and enema ammon. carb. 3ss, nucis 
vom. Jii in drench at 6 p.m. 

9-30 next morning.—Expression better, pulse 48, 
temperature 102. Per rectum, no change. Ammon. 
carb. Zi; tr. nucis vom. Hv, in six galls. water by tube, 
and enema. During giving of enema, horse was 
noticed to be trembling, which was ascribed to water 
given by stomach tube having been too cold. When 
turned. round, however, he fell and began to struggle. 
In about half a minute he quietened down and got to 
his feet, but his behaviour and gait were those of a 
very badly ‘“nerved” horse. When his forefeet 
touched the threshold he swayed backward and 
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almost fell. Reflexes were exaggerated. Half a 
grain atropin, hypodermically, reduced the spasms, 
and in the course of the morning he became normal 
again as far as the poisoning was concerned. The 
strange thing, to my mind, was the rapidity of the 
onset. Strychnine is a cumulative poison, and no 
doubt his system was already under a peak load. 

The following day. Temperature 104, pulse 100. 
No feces had been passed during the illness. It was 
now decided that something further than impaction 
was present. A more thorough rectal examination 
revealed loops of impacted bowel, also a large, tense, 
but fluctuating swelling on the floor of the abdomen. 

Prognosis was hopeless. Diagnosis amended to 
peritonitis and some localised septic condition. 
Death occurred during the night. 

Autopsy now rather long delayed. There was a 
swelling half the size of a football, over the left inner 
inguinal ring, covered by peritoneum, and consisting 
of an abscess containing a quart of stinking fluid and 
clots. There was old blood infiltration of surrounding 
tissue. The impaction involved several feet of small 
colon, which was partly adherent to the abscess. 
I considered the abscess to be due to a rupture of the 
spermatic artery in the neighbourhood of the inner 
inguinal ring, and subsequent infection of the clot. 


UNRELIEVED CHOKE. 

6th Nov. Subject~ A big shorthorn cow, showing 
symptoms of choke—tympanitic and _ salivating. 
I tried the stomach tube, which revealed an obstruc- 
tion in the gullet near the entrance to the paunch. 
I tapped the flank and left canula in situ. 

7th Nov.-More bloating. I used the probang, 
which entered the rumen, but first passed what seemed 
a constricted place. The probang was passed more 
than once, cup end first. The stomach tube could 
not be passed completely to the paunch. 

8th Nov.— No improvement. The cow was down 
in a hole, where apparently she had been seeking water, 
and died just after my arrival. 

Autopsy showed a piece of turnip about 5in. by 2$in. 
impacted in gullet, about 6in. from entrance to rumen. 


OPERATION FOR CHOKE. 


Subject.— A Friesian cow, rather poor, which was 
running in a turnip field and which came in ap- 
parently choked. The owner attempted to relieve 
her by poking an iron rod down her throat. When 
seen she was bloated and salivating, with much swelling 
and crepitat?.n all round the throat and neck ; from 
outside the neck nothing could be located, but the 
probang encountered an obstruction in the gullet about 
the middle of the neck. The probang showed no blood 
stains, supposed to be a classical symptom of rupture of 
the gullet. 

Operation.—I had no assistance, but the case was 
hopeless without interference. I clipped the hair 
and injected 2$ per cent. apothesine over 6in. of the 
left jugular furrow at the middle of neck. I 
incised the skin and immediately came upon a piece of 
turnip. I stitched up the gullet, which was torn 
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for about 3in. and drew the skin together. The cow 
had stood quietly with no restraint but a neck rope, 
being very sick. Liquid diet was ordered. Prognosis 
unfavourable. The owner grew tired of attending to 
her and turned her out. He said that, after hanging 
about for a few days, she began to feed and made a 
perfect recovery. She discharged liquid food and water 
through the wound for some time, greatly to the 
interest of the youngsters, who used to take her to water 
frequently in order to observe this phenomenon. 


A Stupporn CASE oF IMPACTION. 


This case was interesting owing to its duration 
and the mild nature of the symptoms. The animal 
neither ate nor drank nor had any evacuation from the 
bowels for six days. 

Subject—An old draft gelding in good condition, 
in light, regular work and being well fed. 

20th =Aug.—Standing or lying quietly, pulse 60, 
very slight peristaltic sounds. Per rectum 1 found a 
firm, doughy mass, on the abdominal floor, just in 
front of the pelvis. 

Diagnosis.._Impaction of the colon. 

Treatment.Ammon. carb, 3ii ; tr. nucis vom. Ji, 
in five galls. water, by tube. 

21st (morning)..-No change, ammon. carb. Ji, tr. 
nucis vom. 4ss in four galls. water. Evening—-pulse 
70, slight peristaltic sounds, caecum and part of the 
colon full of fluid. Half a gr. arecolin hydr., which 
increased sounds and caused pain. 

22nd (morning). Pulse 55. Half a gr. arecolin, 
ball of ammon. carb. and zingib. Evening—enema, 
plugged the anus witha towel. One gr. arecolin, which 
caused pain and passage of wind, but no feces. 

23rd (8 a.m.).- Standing quietly, pulse 60; rectal 
examination showed three soft pellets in the rectum ; 
tr. nucis vom. Ji, sodii chlor. Avi, in} two galls. 
water. 

2 p.m.—-Half a gr. strychnine hyd. ; 7 p.m.—-Half a 
gr. arecolin; 9 pm.-ammon. carb, Jiii, tr. nucis 
vom. Ji in ball. 

24th.Very quiet and easy, peristaltic sounds 
apparently normal; took a small drink. Stimulant 
ball and enema, with long hose, connected to town 
supply for ten minutes. 

25th. Stimulant balls, enema—as yesterday. 

26th.—Some feces passed, horse picking a little 
grass for the first time. 

Recovery was now uneventful. The animal had 
lost a good deal of flesh. 

It is interesting to note that the large amount of 
nux vomica given during the case produced no 
noticeable symptoms of strychnine poisoning. 


—— 


R.C.V.S. Oprruary. 

Fiynn, Matthew Joseph, Government Veterinary Officer, 
Grootfontein, 8. W. Africa. Graduated, London, 5th 
July, 1916. Died 20th December, 1925. 

* * 


On May 2nd, suddenly, at 157 Brighton Road, Worthing, 











Sypney WacTER Pratt, M.R.C.V.S., of Shanghai, China. | 


Age 53. 
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ABSTRACT. 


(Parturient Paresis—a Hypoglycemic Coma. by Erik 
Wipmark and OLAF CARLENS.) 


An important piece of work upon this disease 
was sent out by the above authors from The Medical- 
Chemical Institute, Lund, Sweden, in June, 1924. 
It appeared in the Svensk Velerinartidskrift No. 1, 
Vol. 30, 1925, and was translated by C. A. Nelson, 
D.V.M., Minnesota, for the North American Veter- 
inarian for October, 1925. 


After a brief introduction, four cases of milk fever 
treated by the intravenous injection of a 5% solution 
of glucose, from June 30th to September 20th, 1923, 
are described. The mammary and jugular veins were 
chosen, and the amount of solution used varied from 
3 to 5 litres. Three animals got up, one became 
excited, and air was used afterwards. In the American 
translation the word glycogen is erroneously given 
for glucose ; the mistake was corrected in the North 
American Veterinarian for December, 1925. Four 
experiments on the effect of inflating the udders of 
healthy cows are described as having been conducted 
between April 26th and October 27th, 1925. In one 
of these the following figures were obtained :— 


Mammary Jugular 


Blood Sugar Content. Vein. Vein. 
Before inflation —... .. 0°085% O0-086% 
15 mins. after air inflation 0-098%  0-094% 
2D ae “i 0-145%  0-142% 
*,,° “ys " 0:210% 0:200% 
60 29 9 2? 9 0:168% 0-172% 
% 4, oe w ” 0-135% 0-141 % 
SS oo " 0-110%  O0-115% 


The micromethod of Bang was used for the deter- 
mination of the blood sugar. 


After pointing out that if parturient paresis is a hypo- 
glycemia (as the authors postulate), and that such a 
condition should be detected in affected animals, they 
describe the difficulties of exact investigations in cow- 
sheds and the possibilities of alteration in chemical 
composition before body fluids can be properly tested. 
They, however, mention one case, on April 23rd, 1923, 
in which the animal was not completely comatose, 
but could not rise, which gave the following figures :-— 


Blood Sugar Content. 


Before air inflation sa * ... O013% 
15 mins. after air inflation... ... 0043% 
See ; ks oo .- 0051% 
— «2 = - sa 0-095 °% 


At this point the animal got up. It will be noted 
that the percentage of blood sugar in this case before 
inflation—0-013%—is much below that given for a 
healthy cow, viz., 0-085%, and that the animal got up 
when the normal had been passed, 7.¢., 0-095 %. 


A. W. N. P, 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A Special Meeting of Council was held at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C.1., on Wednesday, April 21st, 1926, 
when the following members were present: Mr. 8. H. 
Slocock, Vice-President, in the Chair, Lt.-Col. J. W. 
Brittlebank, Mr. J. H. Carter, Mr. W. 8. King, Mr. 
G. H. Livesey, Major P. J. Simpson, and Lt.-Col. 
T. Dunlop Young. 

Apologies for absence were received from: Major 
J. Abson, Mr. J. Clarkson, Professor 8S. H. Gaiger, 
Mr. A. Gofton, Major F. T. G. Hobday, Mr. R. Hughes, 
Sir John M’Fadyean, Mr. J. McKinna, Mr. G. P. Male, 
Major-General Sir John Moore, Mr. W. D. Rees, and 
Mr. Trevor F. Spencer. 

The SecRETARY read the minutes of the previous 
Special Meeting, which were signed as correct. 

The CHAIRMAN then moved: ‘* That the following 
alterations to byelaws passed at the Special Meeting 
held on Friday, April 9th, be confirmed :— 

‘““That the regulations for the award of the 
Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize be amended 
by the omission of the following words after the 
word ‘ Bursary’ in paragraph 1, line 2: ‘ or since 
the date at which it was advertised to take place 
in the event of no candidate having presented him- 
self.’ ” 

Colonel BritTLeBANK: [ have pleasure in seconding 
that. 

This was put to the meeting and carried unani- 
mously. 

The CHAIRMAN then moved : ‘‘ That the following 
alteration to byelaw 86 passed at the Special Meeting, 
on Friday, April 9th, be confirmed. 

“That byelaw 86 be amended by the addition 
of the words: ‘ provided that, in the subject of 
anatomy, the examiners appointed for this subject 
in Class B shall be examiners to examine those 
students who require re-examination in Class A 
anatomy.’ ” 

Major Simpson seconded and the resolution was 
carried. 

The CHAIRMAN: That, gentlemen, concludes the 
formal business of this meeting. 

Colonel BritrLeBANK: Mr. Chairman, I am in- 
formed that yesterday was the fiftieth anniversary 
of Sir John M’Fadyean’s entry to the veterinary 
profession, and I think it would be a nice thing if we 
sent a message of congratulation to Sir John and to 
express the hope that he may have yet many more 
years of active work in the service of the profession 
which he so much adorns. 

Mr. Carter: I have pleasure in seconding that 
proposal. 

‘he CuatRMAN: I think, gentlemen, I need hardly 
put that, for I am sure we are all in accord with it. 

Carried unanimously. 

Colonel DuNLop Youne: We have all heard of the 
success of our Secretary at the Final Examination for 

(Continued at foot af next column. ) 
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The Frank Garnett Memorial Fund. 


QUESTION OF THE ForM oF MEMORIAL, 


A meeting of the Frank Garnett Memorial Fund 
Committee was held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, 
W.C. 1., on Friday, April 9th, 1926, when the following 
members were present: Mr. S. H. Slocock (in the 
Chair), Major J. Abson, Major-General Sir Layton 
J. Blenkinsop, Dr. 0. Charnock Bradley, Professor 
J. B. Buxton, Mr. J. H. Carter, Mr. J. Clarkson, 
Professor J. F. Craig, Professor 8. H. Gaiger, Mr. A. 
Gofton, Major F. T. G. Hobday, Mr. G. H. Livesey, 
Major-General Sir John Moore, Major P. J. Simpson 
Mr. E. Alfred West, Mr. J. Willett, Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge, and Lieut.-Col. T. Dunlop Young. 

The Honorary Secretary read the minutes of the 
meeting held on April 3rd, 1925, which were signed 
as correct. 

Letters of apology for absence were received from 
Mr. H. Begg, Mr. H. J. Dawes, Major J. Facer, Capt. 
O. V. Gunning, Mr. P. J. Howard, Mr. J. Ewing 
Johnston, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Mr. G. P. Male, Mr. 
W. B. Nelder, Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers, Captain J. R. 
Rider, Mr. Trevor F. Spencer. 

Honorary Treasurers’ Report.A report was sub- 
mitted by the Honorary Treasurers, stating that 
a printed appeal was issued to the whole of the 
profession in May 1925, and letters were also addressed 
to each of the Divisions of the N.V.M.A. Subscrip- 
tions amounting to £481 5s. 6d. had come to hand up- 
to-date and promises of further subscriptions had been 
received. 

The following balance sheet was submitted and 
approved : 

Ls. d. 
By printing ... 10 0 O 


, bank charges 0 2 0 
» Balance . 473 13 0 


Ss. d. 

To subscriptions 481 5 6 
.. interest on 

deposit ... 2 9 6 


£483 15 0 £483 15 0 


£ s. d. 
On deposit -. 402 9 6 
General a/c. ... in ee 


“? 


£473 13° 0 








(Continued from previous column). 


Call to the Bar, and I think that some notice should 


be taken of that fact. 

Colonel BrirtLeBaNk : Mr. Chairman, I move that 
we express our congratulations to Mr. Bullock on 
his qualifying for Call to the Bar and on securing the 
very high position he did at the Final Examination. 
He has not only honoured himself, he has honoured 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr. CarTER: I should like to second that. 

The CuatrMAn : I have much pleasure, Mr. Bulldck, 
in conveying to you the sincere congratulations of the 
Council on your very meritorious success. - 

Mr. Buttock: Thank you, gentlemen, I appreciate 
very much your kind congratulations. 
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There is a small item of petty expenses and postages 
due to the Honorary Secretary. 

On the proposal of Dr. BRrapLey, seconded by 
Colonel YounG, it was agreed that whatever money 
is received be added to the Fund and placed on deposit, 
and that the whole be allowed to lie until the amount 
of £500 is reached. 

The CuatkMAN: The next question is to decide as 
to the form of memorial, and I should be glad to have 
from members present any suggestions they may wish 
to make on this point. 

The Honorary Secretary: Mr. Chairman, I have 
to express to you and to the meeting the regrets of 
Colonel Brittlebank that he is unable to be present 
at this meeting as he had to catch an early train home. 
He asked me to state to the meeting what were his 
views as to the disposal of the Fund. A suggestion 
had been made that the Fund should be handed 
over to one of the Benevolent Societies‘ and the 
income used for charitable relief. Colonel Brittlebank 
wishes me to say that, although he is quite aware of 
Mr. Garnett’s well-known benevolent disposition, 
and that although he himself has very much sympathy 
with the benevolent work being done in the profession, 
yet he is most strongly of opinion that no memorial 
to Mr. Frank Garnett in that direction would meet 
with the general approval of the subscribers. Mr. 
Garnett’s life work was mainly done for the profession, 
as a member of Council of the College and especially 
as its President during five strenuous years, from 
1914-19. In his opinion, therefore, the memorial 
should take some form by which it can be associated 
with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and 
not any outside institution. Colonel Brittlebank, 
therefore, suggests that the whole matter should be 
referred to a Sub-Committee and that they should be 
directed to consider any suggestions which may be 
made and to submit a reasoned report to a later meet- 
ing of the Committee. 

Mr. Gorron : I should like to support the suggestion 
of Colonel Brittlebank that a small Committee should 
be appointed to consider the various possibilities of 
dealing with this Fund and to make recommendations 
as to the most satisfactory means of keeping in memory 
the great work of Mr. Garnett. If a decision is reached 
to appoint such a Committee, it should hear the views 
of those who are present at this meeting. 

The CuatrMANn: I quite agree. If any gentleman 
would now express any view he holds it would be a 
help to the Sub-Committee, if appointed. 

Mr. Sumner: I think we have to give great promin- 
ence to Colonel Brittlebank’s idea. We might, 
however, I think, be a little bit selfish in so doing. 
If there was one trait in Frank Garnett’s character it 
was benevolence. That I know from a life-long 
experience of Frank Garnett, particularly in relation 
to another benevolent society. We never could 
give enough to the applicants to satisfy Mr, Garnett’s 
ideal. If I had to estimate what Garnett would have 
liked, it would be a simple mural tablet recording the 
many important “offices he held in the profession, 
together with the placing of a sum of money for benevo- 








lent purposes. It would be foreign to the nature of 
the man to glorify his person in any way either within 
or without these College walls. But this is simply an 
expression of personal feeling, being sure that I knew 
something of Garnett’s personal character. He was 
unselfish in his service to this body and it would be a 
graceful thing to have some recognition of those 
services within these College walls, but it would be 
foreign to his nature if a large amount was spent on 
that at the cost of benevolence. In regard to placing 
the money into another prize fund, we have a good 
many little ones and this could not be a big one. 
We should only get £25 a year; it is something, yet 
nothing. He was an educationist, I know, but before 
that he was a benevolent man. I should regret 
very much if the money was spent in any mural recog- 
nition. 

Mr. Gorton : I would like to point out that we are 
not without some indication of the feelings of Mr. 
Garnett or of the representatives who are left, by the 
action they have taken since his death. Those who 
are associated with the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund will know that Mrs. Garnett, after her husband's 
death, presented a sum of £500 to that Fund in 
memory of her husband. It has occurred to me it was 
rather unfortunate that that money passed into the 
general Fund and was not ear-marked, especially 
in view of the fact that it had been given in memory of 
him. Perhaps the Council of the Fund will consider 
it and see whether it might not still be done. It 
does seem to me that to perpetuate his memory by 
the creation of an annuity which would specifically 
bear his name would be a form of remembrance to 
Garnett which would appeal to him particularly 
strongly, much more so than any other form of mem- 
orial. A remark was made by Mr. Bullock, in present- 
ing the views of Colonel Brittlebank, that he had in 
his mind some specific connection between the Royal 
College as represented by the Council and the form of 
the memorial. There is no difficulty in my mind 
about that. You cannot differentiate the Council 
from the profession as a whole. It is just the part 
which represents the whole ; it is not a separate entity. 
It does seem to me that any objection which might 
arise to passing this Fund over to one of the Benevo- 
lent Funds could be got over by giving the Council of 
the R.C.V.8S. power of nominating the annuitant. 
I put that out as a possible means whereby the 
Council could retain some control of the proceeds which 
may be realised from the investment of the Fund. 

Major-General Sir Layton BLENKINsoP: I would 
like to make a suggestion which refers entirely to the 
Council of which Mr. Garnett was a prominent mem- 
ber. There is a certain number of professional men 
who cannot afford to attend this Council owing to the 
expense. My suggestion for the consideration of the 
Committee is that the money accrued to this Fund 
should be employed in paying the railway expenses 
to and from Council meetings of those members who 
have not their railway fares and expenses paid in other 
ways, so as to enable them to become members of 
Council. 
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Mr. Livesry: I have discussed this question with 
many members of the profession since the institution 
of the Fund and quite a number have expressed the 
idea that a very good way would be some grant or 
wddition to our Memorial Library, (Garnett himself 
Was a great reader, fond of books, with a library of 
his own, of which we have had the benefit) and that 
we could not do better than perpetuate his memory 
by means of books. It would not only benefit the 
present generation, but those to follow and would be 
a perpetual memorial which would be housed in the 
College building and closely associated with the 
Royal College. {think it is worth the serious consider- 
ation of the Committee. 

Sir JouN Moore: As a very old friend of Frank 
Garnett’s from even his pre-college days, I should like 
to add a few remarks. 1 am afraid that if the money 
was put into a benevolent fund it would be lost entirely. 
It would be rather swamped in the general capital of 
the Benevolent Fund, and | think that the idea is 
that his memory should be perpetuated as much as 
possible. I think in our profession we have very few 
scholarships, and no matter how small the scholarship 
is, | think our thoughts perhaps ought to be in that 
direction particularly, and £25 a year as a scholarship 
which would accrue from the investment of £500 
would not be at all a bad thing and would certainly, 
more than in any other way, keep his memory green. 
If I had anything to propose at all I should certainly 
propose a scholarship. Of course, 1 know that 
Colonel Brittlebank rather leans to the library idea 
and disapproves entirely of the money being devoted 
to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund or any 
other benevolent institution. I am sure that Frank 
Garnett always had the advancement of the profession 
well before him and that advancement and his memory 
would be kept alive perhaps better by means of a 
scholarship than in any other way. 

Professor WooLprRipGE: On the other hand, | 
think that for the greatest advancement and for the 
benefit of the greatest number the library idea is the 
best. 

Mr. Wittett: While I agree that Mr. Garnett was 
very much interested in the benevolent funds, as we all 
are here, still, I think that we could perpetuate his mem- 
ory by the provision of better seating arrangements in 
this chamber and by a tablet inserted in a prominent 
position, inscribed——‘‘Subscribed by the members of 
the profession in memory of Mr. Frank W. Garnett, 
President of this College, 1914-19.” I think that would 
be a good thing. We badly want better seating 
arrangements here, and if we adopted some such 
scheme the Fund would be expended within these 
walls where he served the profession so long. 

Mr. West: Being deeply interested in the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund, I was going to content 
myself with being silent, but I should like to correct 
something that has been said to the effect that the 
money if put into the Victoria Benevolent Fund 
would be lost in the capital of that Fund. We could 


get over that by making “a Garnett Annuitant.” 
Naturally, my thoughts are in favour of the Benevolent 


a 
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Fund, but I do not wish to say anything more than 
that at present, especially as there is to be a Sub- 
Committee. 

The CuairMAN: My particular desire is that 1 
should not lean to any one project and, in view of my 
connection with the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund, 1am particularly anxious to be impartial. 
It must be the voice of the many. 1 have no doubt 
that if it was the desire that the money should be 
given to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund or 
divided between the two Benevolent Funds, some 
means could be devised to carry out the wish of the 
Council. But | want to remain quite impartial 
and not to influence you in any way. It would 
be a great guide to the Committee to have these ideas 
to work upon. 

Professor WooLpripGe: I feel that whatever 
scheme is adopted some means of commemorating 
Mr. Garnett in this room should not be lost sight ol, 
in addition to any other scheme. You could havea 
rostrum on the platform arranged for the President, 
Vice-Presidents and Officers and a Memorial Tablet 
to Garnett. 

Mr. SumNER: With regard to Mr. Willett’s proposal, 
it would appear, in a way, a rather selfish mode of 
perpetuating the memory of such a man as Garnett. 
if there is one thing he would wish it would be that 
whatever was done should help others who are unable 
to help themselves. Any advantage to us as members 
of Council should not be put up as a memorial to 
Garnett. 

Mr. CLarkson : | lean very strongly indeed to the 
handing over of the money to the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund, with which | am really not con- 
nected. The possibility of allocating Mrs. Garnett’s 
contribution to it and of making an annuity carrying 
his name, and Mr. Gofton’s idea of allowing the 
Council a voice in the nomination of the annuitant 
would, I think, have the approval of the whole 
profession. 

Professor WooLprIDGE: We have three tables in 
front of us here. We could get a proper rostrum 
arranged there on the platform for the President 
and officers with a Memorial Tablet to Garnett, 
and the balance could go to the library. The income 
to be for the provision of books, labelled in a particular 
case, called ** The Frank Garnett Memorial.” 

The CuairmMan: Dr, Bradley, have you anything 


‘to suggest / 


Dr. Brapiey : | think I prefer to reserve judgment. 
Only one thing I would say: I do not think small 
scholarships and bursaries would serve a good purpose. 
They are such very small affairs that I should hesitate 
much before I should add another one to them. 
(Hear, hear.) Mr. Garnett was intensely interested 
in education, as in everything else connected with the 
profession, but I do not think he would have wished 
to amplify these small bursaries. 

Major Stmpson : It is a pity the result of the appeal 
has been so disappointing. It is that we have got 
£25 a year to perpetuate the name of such a man as 
Mr. Garnett. The idea of the Library and the 
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provision of some suitable furnishing for this room 
certainly appeals to me more. I| think we should 
be honouring him more if, as suggested, a substantial 
piece of furniture were placed there with his name on 
it and the addition of books to the Library. We 
should be doing him greater honour than by founding 
a scholarship or by giving £25 a year to charity. 

Dr. Brapiey: If L might amplify what I have al- 
ready said, there is this point of view to be kept in 
mind. I presume that the memorial, whatever it is, 
will be referred to by the profession as a whole. 
Everybody here looks to this particular room as a 
“ Mecca,” but I am afraid there is a very large pro- 
portion of the profession who do not so look. They 
have never been here. They do not know it and are 
never likely to come here. 

Mr. CLARKSON: There is another thing to remem- 
ber—you may possibly be doing the profession itself 
good by taking one individual out from the ranks of the 
poor and needy and assisting him to live in comfort. 

Mr. Livesey : You will benefit, by benevolence, one 
individual. Where you are buying books, you will 
benefit the whole profession—not of the present day 
only, but posterity. 

Major Hoppay : But do we really want more books? 
So far as the books are concerned, we can always get 
what we want if it is not in our library, by means of 
the subscriptions to Lewis’s Library. 1 do not think 
that proposal carries with it any standing memorial 
to Garnett. 

The CHatnMan : We have had many views expressed, 
Does any other member wish to put forward any 
further suggestion ? 

Mr. Gorron: | move that a small Committee be 
appointed to consider the various suggestions and. to 
bring forward a scheme for consideration by the whole 
Committee, 

Mr. Wesr: I beg leave to second that. 

The proposition was carried unanimously. 

It was then agreed that a Sub-Committee should 
be formed of the Officers of the Fund, namely, Mr. 
S. H. Slocock, Chairman, Colonel Brittlebank, Vice- 
Chairman, Mr. A. Gofton and Mr. E. Alfred West, 
Honorary ‘Treasurers, together with Mr. J. Clarkson, 
President of the R.C.V.S., Dr. Bradley, Major Hobday, 
Mr. G. H. Livesey, Mr. J. Willett, and Professor 
Wooldridge. 








Vererninary Inspectors ror Kerry. 


“Mr. Commissioner O'Farrell has,’ says the Cork 


Kwvaminer, “ re-appointed as Veterinary Inspectors for the 
districts of Tralee, Dingle, Killarney and Listowel the 
four veterinary surgeons who previously had acted in that 
capacity, viz., W, J. Foley, Tralee; W. Dagg, Dingle ; 
J. B. Hewson, Killarney, and J. A. Pierse, Listowel. 

“ There were other applicants, but the Commissioner took 
into account that the above-named had _ considerable 
service previously and would be entitled to compensation 
for loss of office. He deferred making appointments 
for the Kenmare and Cahirciveen districts. ‘I'wo applica- 
tions were received for Kenmare. one of whom was not 
qualified and the other lived outside the district. He 
proposed to take the matter of these districts up with the 
Department of Agriculture with the view of arriving at 
some suitable arrangement.” 
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DIVISIONAL REPORT. 


Derbyshire Division.* 
MEETING AT DERBY, 

A meeting of the above Division was held at the 
Royal Hotel, Derby, on Tuesday, April 13th, 1926. 
In the absence of Mr. Marrison, the President, Mr. 
J. Heather presided, and there were also present : 
Messrs. W. 'l. 8S. Atkinson, G. Howe, W. J. lronside, 
H. Melntyre, A. Levie, J. McClement, H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, and O. V. Gunning (Hon. Secretary). 

Apologies were received from Messrs. E. Marrison 
and F, 'T. Prince. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read. 

Messrs. J. McClement and H.W. Steele-Bodger were 
proposed as members of the Division. 

It was unanimously resolved to accept the invitation 
of the Midland Division to hold a joint meeting in 
Derby sometime in May. 

The letter from the Royal Sanitary Institute re- 
garding representation at the Imperial Congress 
to be held in London in July was again discussed. 
It was felt that in the interests of the profession 
it was essential for it to be as strongly represented there 
as possible and Mr. Ironside consented to attend as a 
delegate of the Division if he could do se. In the 
event of his inability to be present, Mr. Steele-Bodger 
agreed to act as his deputy. 


Mr. A. Levies ELecrion ApbREss. 

Mr. A. Levi then addressed the meeting in regard 
to his candidature for the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
He said: Let me first thank you for nominating me as 
a candidate at the forthcoming election of Council. 
I wish to give youan outline of my policy in relation to 
work on the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. In order to assist in raising the status of 
our profession and protect the members’ interests 
generally, | would enforce a compulsory pupilage of 
two years, first on a farm, and to be completed with 
a practitioner, before a student is admitted to his final 
examination: a portion to be taken before entering 
college and the remainder during the college vacations. 

In view of the Order by the Ministry of Health due to 
come into force on the Ist of July, | would endeavour 
to press for all veterinary work included therein to 
be carried out only by members of the veterinary 
profession, and that the same should apply to the 
T'uberculosis Order, 1925. [ am in favour of local 
veterinary surgeons being retained as veterinary 
inspectors under those Acts. [am a supporter of a 
university teaching and degree, with the option after 
five years in practice to sit for an examination to 
qualify as a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, and | 
would suggest that the veterinary colleges in Great 
Britain be affiliated with the University of the City 
in which each of them is situated, but that the Examin- 
ing Board be the R.C.V.S. 


* Received on April 28th. 
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I believe that by far the greater pertion of veterinary 
research work should be carried out in the field; 
therefore, my judgment is that the practitioner—-when 
the opportunity arises—should be encouraged fully 
to investigate diseases which to-day give rise to so 
high a national loss, in both capital and food, and 
that those who discover material of value should be 
rewarded. 

That the Council of the R.C.V.S. press for the 
Ministry of Agriculture to allow grants for such 
purposes, and that the Council appoint examiners to 
satisfy the Council that the material so discovered 
should be rewarded according to its value. 

I support Local Government rather than Imperial 
Government in the controlling of diseases. 

| am satisfied that the general practitioner should 
be given more consideration in the future, than he has 
received in the past. 

I would support all measures for the advancement 
of the veterinary profession, and endeavour to dis- 
cover ways and means to train students so that, 
on becoming members of the profession, they would 
have a position socially equal to that of all other 
professions. 

Mr. Howse stated that he was fully in agreement with 
Mr. Levie’s policy but, with regard to pupilage, he 
pointed out that the finances of the student stood in the 
way. He further emphasised the fact that veter- 
inary surgeons ought to interest themselves, and take 
& more active part in, municipal and other public 
affairs. 

Mr. McIntyre thought Mr. Levie’s ideals were very 
high, and perhaps difficult of attainment, but he was 
In agreement, 

Messrs. ATKINSON and McCLement both stated they 
were fully in accord with Mr. Levie’s remarks. 

(To be continued) 





NOTES AND NEWS. 
The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 





Diary of Events. 


26th..—Entries for D.V.S.M. Exammation dic. 
27th. Last day for return of R.C.V.S. Voting 
Papers. 


June 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 
» ord. Meeting of the Central Division at LO 
Red Lion Square 
‘a 12th. -Meeting of the Scottish Branch, at the 
Station Hotel, Perth; luncheon at 12 
noon. 
»  2lst—26th. D.V.S.M. Examination. 


R.C.V.5. Annual Dmner, Hotel Victoria, 
London, 7-30. 


as 30th. 


July Ist.— R.C.V.8. Committee Meetings. 
»  2znd.—R.C.V.8. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 
9th.-—R.C.V.8. Written Examinations. 
» 13th.—R.C.V.S. Oral Examinations commence 


in London. 


July 27th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Dublin. 
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R.C.V.S. Councm, Evrcrion. 
Voting Papers for the election to Council of the * 
R.C.V.S. have been this week, and we 
would urge all members to record their votes. 
Seven of the candidates are already Councillors, 
the quality of whose work should be known to the 
Of the remaining five candidates, one, 
namely, Mr. BE. Alfred West, has already served 
on the Council, and as he has been considered 
worthy to be appointed Honorary Treasurer of the 
N.V.M.A. and of the Victoria Veterinary Benevo- 
lent Fund, and also Joint Honorary Treasurer of 
the Garnett Memorial Fund, no further words can 
be needed in favour of his candidature. Professor 
Whitehouse has an undoubted claim to considera- 
tion as representative of the Glasgow Veterinary 
College. Of the remaining candidates, Major 
Dunkin is the Superintendent of the Medical Re- 
search Council Field Research Laboratories, Mr. 
Levie is County Veterinary Officer for Derby, and 
Major Wall is a well-known practitioner of West 
London. 


issued 


professi« yn. 


Will those of our readers who will be attending the 
Dublin Congress and who have not yet booked hotel 
accommodation, please note that Mr. J. J. EK. Kenny, 
M.R.C.V.S., Minerva Hotel, 7 Gresham Terrace, 
Kingstown, Co. Dublin, is acting as booking agent 
for the purpose? Mr. Kenny would be glad if members 
would notify him of their requirements at the 
earliest possible moment. 

The use of the commodious dissecting room at the 
College has been granted for the holding of the Trade 
Exhibition. 

Koor-aANpd-Mourn Disthasn. 

All movement of cattle in the [se of Wight is 
prohibited owing to an outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease near Ryde. An outbreak among pigs was 
confirmed late on Monday night at Waltham, 
Leicestershire. In consequence, Melton Mowbray 
cattle market was closed on ‘Tuesday. 


FRANK GARNETT MemortaL FUND. 
Twenty-Nintou List OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Amount brought forward from twenty-eighth f£ os. d. 


List . 481 6 6 
M. Robinson wae sie = = 0 0 
F. W. Emery ise aan wa = we rE 3 ® 
Derbyshire V.M.S. (additional) wba we. eS 
‘Col. J. W. Rainey ae ea 7 a -~« a ' 
South Eastern V.M.S. ... sits ne .- 8 8 @ 


£401 15 6 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
“ The Future of the Profession.”’ 
To rne Eprror or THe VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir, —I am glad to see that there has at last been a reply 
to the dismal and badly-inspired letter of Professor Gorton 
on the above subject, but some of his assertions still remain 
unchallenged. To state that the profession, as a separate 
entity, is doomed, is by no means correct ; the suggestion 
that the remedy lies in amalgamating with the medical 
profession is one that should not be countenanced 
by us for one minute. There has always been a disposition 
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amongst a section of the medical profession to regard us 
more in the light of subordinates than as colleagues and 
equals. ‘lo imagine that, by so doing, the doctors would 
become convinced in time of our usefulness and fight our 
battles with ali the powers at their command is an idea 
best relegated to the regions of romance. Any such step 
would be a retrograde and not a progressive one and 
would be a public avowal of our inability to stand alone ; 
I should hardly think that the profession will agree that 
such is the case. The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons would be well advised to revise its moth-eaten 
curriculum for the Diploma and immediately to scrap the 
useless subjects such as Zoology, Physics, and Botany. 
The only section of botany of importance to us, is that 
dealing with plants poisonous to livestock, and this could 
be dealt with under hygiene. 

It is admitted that the horse practice in the Metropolis 
and other large cities is practically nil. The classes of 
patients are chiefly dogs and cats, and the only knowledge 
(other than that which the student picks up during his 
vacation) of cattle and other domestic animals, is what he 
gains from attending as an assistant at Agricultural and 
other shows that visit the city. The whole system of 
teaching and training requires a serious overhaul. The 
recent graduate should be as well equipped, when entering 
the profession, as is the medical graduate, and it should 
not be necessary for him to have to rely upon obtaining his 
practical know'edge from practitioners during the various 
vacations. However good a practitioner may be in his 
sphere of intluence, all his methods may not be up to date. 
The proposed rebuilding of the Royal Veterinary College, 
if carried out, should be done in rural surroundings where it 
would be possible for the student to acquire as much 
practical knowledge as possible. It is bad policy to have 
all our Colleges in the midst of large cities. Professor 
Gorton bewails the advent of the cheap clinics. depriving 
the College of its canine patients, and admits the practical 
disappearance of horse patients, but the only solution he 
has to offer is to amalgamate with the medical profession. 

I do not share his alarm about the spread of veterinary 
knowledge amongst the agricultural colleges, as, personally, 
I consider that it teaches the future stockowner the value 
of calling in a veterinary surgeon. If he condemns the 
practice of thuse of our members who give elementary 
lectures to such students, does he approve of his colleagues 
who write books ostensibly for the profession, but pros- 
pectuses of which are sent not only to such colleges, but to 
any stockowner? ‘There are signs that, before long, a 
Veterinary Public Health Department will be instituted 
by the State, and the sooner that this is done. the better 
it will be for the profession as a whole. When Colonel 
Brittlebank recently advocated that the Diseases of Animals 
Acts should be carried out by whole-time men, assisted by 
the present nucleus of part-time men, he was adversely 
criticised, but every word he uttered was correct, and the 
recent proposals to make the Chief Constable the Chief 
Inspector under such Acts, should prove to the profession 
that, was such a department in being, such incidents 
would never arise. The profession will never get into its 
proper place without it. Medical Officers of Health 
with whom | am conversant, state that it is now generally 
recognised by them, that the inspection of meat is and should 
be, in the domain of the Veterinary Surgeon, but he must 
be a whole-time man. 

This does not reflect on the honesty of the part-time man, 
as, to any thinking individual, it is perfectly obvious that a 
whole-time man can act more fearlessly than a part-time 
man. There would be no dearth of men to fill such posts 
and there are many of us who would only be too glad to 
have them. 

The multiplication of “ Quacks” is nothing to be 
alarmed about, if such is the case, but in one respect the 
profession has itself to blame. and that is, for its neglect, 
until recently, to study the subject of sterility. The only 
method of treatment that the surgeon had to offer was 
insemination, and injection of some alkali to counteract 
so called acidity. It was no wonder, therefore, that 








when an unqualified man, who had taken the trouble to 
study the subject, came along and was successful. he 
reaped and is reaping a rich harvest amongst the racing 
fraternity. Some of his statements may not stand much 
scientific questioning, but he has had successes where some 
of our notable members have failed and it is on results 
that the clients judge. The profession is by no means 
doomed.—-Yours faithfully, J. F. D. Turr. 
1 St. Cross Road, Winchester, 
May 8th, 1926. 


The Scottish Branch Meeting. 
To tue Eprror or THe Verertnary REvcorp. 


Sir, -I’ wonder whether you would be so good as to 
correct a mistake which appeared in the “‘ Diary of Events’’ 
column of the Veterinary Record of May Ist. 

The date of the meeting of the Scottish Branch has been 
fixed for Saturday 12th of June, and not for May 12th, as 
appeared in that issue.—-Yours faithfully, Wm. C. 
Miniter, Jnierim Hon. Secretary. 

Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

30th April, 1926. 


R.C.V.S. Council Election. 
To THE MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSION. 


Gentlemen, -I have had the honour to be one of your 
representatives since 1914, during which period it has been 
my one endeavour to support, or initiate, measures which 
have had for their object, the raising of the status of our 
profession, and the recognition of its members as being 
specially qualitied to hold certain appointments under the 
Ministry of Health, from which at present they are more or 
less precluded. 

In soliciting your support at the forthcoming election, I 
do so with the hope that, if successful, I may be still 
allowed to support the above policy, especially in the 
interests of the general practitioner, whose representation 
upon the Council is, in my opinion, still in the minority.— 
I am, Yours faithfully, J. CHARLES COLEMAN, 

Swindon, Way Ist, 1926. 


To THE MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSION. 

Gentlemen... In order to give my candidature for 
election to the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons a fair chance of success, I have decided to issue 
a short address. 

After serving for one year as a Councilman, L was 
defeated at the last election, and this defeat, amongst other 
factors, stimulates me to try again. 

1 am not aware that | possess any special qualifications 
worth putting before you to induce you to vote for me, 
but |l am keenly interested in the undoubtedly great 
strides forward which, although too long delayed, the 
profession is now making. Such experience as my forty 
vears of continuous clinical practice in London has given 
me, should be of some use. ‘There is still a vast amount of 
work to be done in the enhancement and consolidation 
of that recognition which our profession has at last obtained, 
and [I am extremely anxious to take my part in such work. 

Karnestly soliciting the favour of your votes, 

f am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 


81 Gray’s Inn Road, 
Kk. ALtFRED WEsT. 


London, W.C.1. 
February 9th, 1926. 
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